Jeremiah 51:33-64 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor When it is time to thresh her; Yet a little while And the time of her harvest will come.” 34 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon Has devoured me, he has crushed me; He has made me an empty vessel, He has swallowed me up like a monster; He has filled his stomach with my delicacies, He has spit me out. 35 Let the violence done to me and my flesh be upon Babylon,” The inhabitant of Zion will say; “And my blood be upon the inhabitants of Chaldea!” Jerusalem will say. 36 Therefore thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will plead your case and take vengeance for you. I will dry up her sea and make her springs dry. 37 Babylon shall become a heap, A dwelling place for jackals, An astonishment and a hissing, Without an inhabitant. 38 They shall roar together like lions, They shall growl like lions’ whelps. 39 In their excitement I will prepare their feasts; I will make them drunk, That they may rejoice, And sleep a perpetual sleep And not awake,” says the Lord. 40 “I will bring them down Like lambs to the slaughter, Like rams with male goats. 41 “Oh, how Sheshach is taken! Oh, how the praise of the whole earth is seized! How Babylon has become desolate among the nations! 42 The sea has come up over Babylon; She is covered with the multitude of its waves. 43 Her cities are a desolation, A dry land and a wilderness, A land where no one dwells, Through which no son of man passes. 44 I will punish Bel in Babylon, And I will bring out of his mouth what he has swallowed; And the nations shall not stream to him anymore. Yes, the wall of Babylon shall fall. 45 “My people, go out of the midst of her! And let everyone deliver himself from the fierce anger of the Lord. 46 And lest your heart faint, And you fear for the rumor that will be heard in the land (A rumor will come one year, And after that, in another year A rumor will come, And violence in the land, Ruler against ruler), 47 Therefore behold, the days are coming That I will bring judgment on the carved images of Babylon; Her whole land shall be ashamed, And all her slain shall fall in her midst. 48 Then the heavens and the earth and all that is in them Shall sing joyously over Babylon; For the plunderers shall come to her from the north,” says the Lord. 49 As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel to fall, So at Babylon the slain of all the earth shall fall. 50 You who have escaped the sword, Get away! Do not stand still! Remember the Lord afar off, And let Jerusalem come to your mind. 51 We are ashamed because we have heard reproach. Shame has covered our faces, For strangers have come into the sanctuaries of the Lord’s house. 52 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I will bring judgment on her carved images, And throughout all her land the wounded shall groan. 53 Though Babylon were to mount up to heaven, And though she were to fortify the height of her strength, Yet from Me plunderers would come to her,” says the Lord. 54 The sound of a cry comes from Babylon, And great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans, 55 Because the Lord is plundering Babylon And silencing her loud voice, Though her waves roar like great waters, And the noise of their voice is uttered, 56 Because the plunderer comes against her, against Babylon, And her mighty men are taken. Every one of their bows is broken; For the Lord is the God of recompense, He will surely repay. 57 “And I will make drunk Her princes and wise men, Her governors, her deputies, and her mighty men. And they shall sleep a perpetual sleep And not awake,” says the King, Whose name is the Lord of hosts. 58 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, And her high gates shall be burned with fire; The people will labor in vain, And the nations, because of the fire; And they shall be weary.” 59 The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. And Seraiah was the quartermaster. 60 So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that would come upon Babylon, all these words that are written against Babylon. 61 And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you arrive in Babylon and see it, and read all these words, 62 then you shall say, ‘O Lord, You have spoken against this place to cut it off, so that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but it shall be desolate forever.’ 63 Now it shall be, when you have finished reading this book, that you shall tie a stone to it and throw it out into the Euphrates. 64 Then you shall say, ‘Thus Babylon shall sink and not rise from the catastrophe that I will bring upon her. And they shall be weary.’ Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.
	We’re back with Jeremiah again tonight, as we continue to see the prophecy given in the fourth year of Zedekiah. Many years will pass before this prophecy, spoken over Babylon, comes to pass… but come to pass it certainly did.
	Verse 33 - For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor When it is time to thresh her; Yet a little while And the time of her harvest will come. The people of God have been mistreated by Babylon. God is still the God of Israel. Babylon has threshed the people of Judah. Now it’s their turn. They will feel misery as they inflicted on others. The time of harvest and processing will come. Babylon will fall and here treasures will be taken. God’s judgement is just a little time away.
	Verses 34-35 - “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon Has devoured me, he has crushed me; He has made me an empty vessel, He has swallowed me up like a monster; He has filled his stomach with my delicacies, He has spit me out. 35 Let the violence done to me and my flesh be upon Babylon,” The inhabitant of Zion will say; “And my blood be upon the inhabitants of Chaldea!” Jerusalem will say. Nebuchadrezzar has devoured me – The people of Judah are speaking here. They are speaking of the destruction and captivity, as though it has already happened. The violence done to me and my flesh be upon Babylon – History records that the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and laid waste to Judea. They carried away the people captive. The people now pray that God turns this back on the Babylonians. As done to them, let it be done to Babylon.
	Verses 36-39 Therefore thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will plead your case and take vengeance for you. I will dry up her sea and make her springs dry. 37 Babylon shall become a heap, A dwelling place for jackals, An astonishment and a hissing, Without an inhabitant. 38 They shall roar together like lions, They shall growl like lions’ whelps. 39 In their excitement I will prepare their feasts; I will make them drunk, That they may rejoice, And sleep a perpetual sleep And not awake,” says the Lord. Thus says the Lord, Behold, I will plead your case – God now answers their prayer from the verses above. I will dry up her sea, and make her springs dry – Cyrus literally drained the Euphrates river. Hebrew for seas includes the idea of rivers. Babylon shall become a heap – This reflects what Jeremiah 50:39-40 says. Wild animals will inhabit the once great city. They shall roar together like lions – The night of their conquering, Belshazzar called a feast. The city was having a party. Riotous and raucous, they dance and sing. In their excitement I will prepare their feasts – They will be excited and be, what we’d call today, partying hard. I will make them drunk – They will be intoxicated. History tells us that the river was guarded by gates inside the city. Some of these gates were left open, perhaps due to the drunkenness during the feats. Once under the wall, Cyrus was able to walk into the heart of the city. That they may rejoice and sleep a perpetual sleep – They will soon sleep the perpetual sleep of death. 
	Verse 40 - I will bring them down Like lambs to the slaughter, Like rams with male goats. All classes of the city from warrior and prince, to the lowest slave, will be slaughtered.
	Verses 41-43 Oh, how Sheshach is taken! Oh, how the praise of the whole earth is seized! How Babylon has become desolate among the nations! 42 The sea has come up over Babylon; She is covered with the multitude of its waves. 43 Her cities are a desolation, A dry land and a wilderness, A land where no one dwells, Through which no son of man passes. How Sheshach is taken! – Babylon is here called Sheshach. How the praise of the whole earth is seized – The whole wonder stood in wonder at Babylon – walls, palaces, riches, hanging gardens, lakes, canals, water, temples. It was rich and showed off these riches. The sea has come up over Babylon – The sea here represents a great army and it has swept over Babylon. Her cities are a desolation – all the cities of Babylon’s kingdom are conquered. Nothing remains.	
Verse 44 - I will punish Bel in Babylon, And I will bring out of his mouth what he has swallowed; And the nations shall not stream to him anymore. Yes, the wall of Babylon shall fall.
Bel is an idol worshipped in Babylon. The people gave all glory to Bel. The temple of Bel is the temple where Nebuchadnezzar carried the items he stole from God’s Temple. These items will be restored and returned to Jerusalem under Cyrus. Ultimately, history tells us that Xerxes demolished the temple of Bel. Nations will no longer worship Bel and bring gifts continuously. 
	Verses 45-46 - My people, go out of the midst of her! And let everyone deliver himself from the fierce anger of the Lord. 46 And lest your heart faint, And you fear for the rumor that will be heard in the land (A rumor will come one year, And after that, in another year A rumor will come, And violence in the land, Ruler against ruler), My people, go out of the midst of her – As in Jeremiah 50:8, the people are told to leave Babylon and be delivered. And lest your heart faint, And you fear for the rumor – The coming of the Medo-Persian empire will be rumor before it happens. Dread and anxiety is the result. A rumor will come one year, And after that, in another year – Year after year, rumors will come. People will dread continuously if they do not trust in God. As the people hear of Cyrus and know the prophecies concerning the Persians, they will make preparations for leaving the city. The march of Cyrus and the conquering of the Babylonian empire was not a one day event. It took years. Rumors would fly. And violence in the land, Ruler against ruler – The Chaldean historian Berosus records that many civil and political murders were committed. In the course of a few years after Nebuchadnezzar died, the throne changed hands several times. All were by assassination. 
	Verses 47-49 Therefore behold, the days are coming That I will bring judgment on the carved images of Babylon; Her whole land shall be ashamed, And all her slain shall fall in her midst. 48 Then the heavens and the earth and all that is in them Shall sing joyously over Babylon; For the plunderers shall come to her from the north,” says the Lord. 49 As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel to fall, So at Babylon the slain of all the earth shall fall. Therefore behold – The days come soon that God will judge the carved images – statues and idols will be broken in pieces. Then the heavens and the earth and all that is in them Shall sing joyously over Babylon – Heavens and earth will rejoice. Glory to God will be given for the destruction of Babylon. The plunderers of the north represents the Medo-Persian empire. So at Babylon the slain of all the earth shall fall – Babylon had been a cruel and ruthless nation to many. Many nations were conquered. Many people slain. Now, Babylon is slain and the whole earth rejoices. 
	Verses 50-51 - You who have escaped the sword, Get away! Do not stand still! Remember the Lord afar off, And let Jerusalem come to your mind. 51 We are ashamed because we have heard reproach. Shame has covered our faces, For strangers have come into the sanctuaries of the Lord’s house. You who have escaped the sword – You who have escaped the sword slaying Babylon. Get away! Do not stand still – The Jews who escaped like they were told to in verse 45 are now told to flee further and further. But, in this flight, do not forget Jerusalem and God. Pray for the restoration and return. We are ashamed because we have heard reproach – The devout believers heard the Babylonians demeaning God and their worship of Him. For strangers have come into the sanctuaries of the Lord’s house – The Babylonians entered and desecrated the Temple of God and all it’s courts – here called sanctuaries.
	Verse 52 - Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I will bring judgment on her carved images, And throughout all her land the wounded shall groan. This is very similar to verse 47. God will bring judgement for the abominations of Babylon. 
	Verse 53 - Though Babylon were to mount up to heaven, And though she were to fortify the height of her strength, Yet from Me plunderers would come to her,” says the Lord. There is no high mountain or material strength that will stop God from bringing judgement through Persia. .
	Verses 54-57 - The sound of a cry comes from Babylon, And great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans 55 Because the Lord is plundering Babylon And silencing her loud voice, Though her waves roar like great waters, And the noise of their voice is uttered, 56 Because the plunderer comes against her, against Babylon, And her mighty men are taken. Every one of their bows is broken; For the Lord is the God of recompense, He will surely repay. 57 “And I will make drunk Her princes and wise men, Her governors, her deputies, and her mighty men. And they shall sleep a perpetual sleep And not awake,” says the King, Whose name is the Lord of hosts.
Because the Lord is plundering Babylon And silencing her loud voice – Silence here is a sign of the depopulation of the city. A silent city is an empty city. We find similar language in Revelation 18 when speaking of the fall of Babylon the Great. Every one of their bows is broken – Babylon is completely crushed. They cannot defend themselves. And I will make drunk Her princes and wise men – Daniel 5 tells us of this drunken feast and Belshazzar failing to be vigilant when the Persians were right outside the walls. 
	Verse 58 - Thus says the Lord of hosts: “The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, And her high gates shall be burned with fire; The people will labor in vain, And the nations, because of the fire; And they shall be weary.” Herodotus records that the walls of Babylon were 300 feet high in places and 75 feet thick. There were walls inside of walls due to the city expanding over the years. Her high gates shall be burned with fire; The people will labor in vain – The efforts to put out the fires burning will be in vain. The city will still fall. 
	Verse 59 - The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. And Seraiah was the quartermaster. This holds the idea that Seraiah went on behalf the king. He is quartermaster or what may be called today chief of the embassy. He would carry gifts from Zedekiah to the king of Babylon on behalf of Judah. He would pay the vassal tributes. 	Verses 60-62 - So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that would come upon Babylon, all these words that are written against Babylon. 61 And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you arrive in Babylon and see it, and read all these words, 62 then you shall say, ‘O Lord, You have spoken against this place to cut it off, so that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but it shall be desolate forever.’ So Jeremiah wrote in a book – This book contained chapter 50 and 51. All the evil that would come upon Babylon – The prophecy is recorded so no one can say it was made up as events happened. And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you arrive in Babylon and see it, and read all these words – Seraiah is now instructed to read this to the Jews in Babylon from the first captivity during Jehoiakim’s reign. Then you shall say – Seraiah will then pray, with trust and certainty. O Lord, You have spoken against this place – In full belief that it will come to pass. To cut it off, that none shall remain in it – Babylon is currently flourishing, yet they know and believe the prophecy. God said it and it will be done. Likewise, we may see evil flourishing today, but God has spoken and this world will be judged. We believe.
Verses 63-64 - Now it shall be, when you have finished reading this book, that you shall tie a stone to it and throw it out into the Euphrates. 64 Then you shall say, ‘Thus Babylon shall sink and not rise from the catastrophe that I will bring upon her. And they shall be weary.’
Thus far are the words of Jeremiah. That you shall tie a stone to it and throw it out into the Euphrates – After the reading, the book will be tied to a stone and thrown into the river. It will sink, just as the fortunes of Babylon will sink in times to come. Cyrus is known to have breached the dam of the lake north of Babylon and, in so doing, the land was flooded. Babylon sank and rose no more. 
	And so we leave Jeremiah tonight. The prophecy has been spoken and will be completed. Likewise, the Word of God has spoken that the world will be judged and it will be as He has spoken. Every knee will bow. Every tongue will confess. The Great Babylon will be judged and Jesus will reign as King. We do not grow weary, but wait expectantly for His return.

