Habakkuk 2:2-3 Then the Lord answered me and said: “Write the vision And make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it. 3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come,
It will not tarry.
	We’ve had a wonderful morning of recognizing the graduations of many. It’s been a blessing. Graduation is the achievement of a goal. Though the vision may not have been written down anywhere, arriving here didn’t happen by accident. It isn’t a fluke. It’s an accomplishment.
	Our scripture in context this morning, Habakkuk is crying out to God and asking Him how long the wicked will prosper, how long persecution and suffering will be allowed? In Chapter 1, Habakkuk cries out - O Lord, how long shall I cry, And You will not hear? The Chaldeans are coming. War is all around. Food is scarce. The wicked don’t seem to be suffering like the ones trying to do right. In today’s language, he might say what’s the deal or what up? 
	In our verses, God gives His answer. Graduates and brethren. His answer then is His answer now. God has a plan. He has a plan for each of us. There is purpose in our lives. Jeremiah 29:11-13 says For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. Habakkuk would have been asking his questions in about 612 BC. Jeremiah is speaking God’s future vision in about 597 BC – In those 15 years, there was suffering, there was a lot of pain, and there was still a plan.
	In verse 2 this morning, we read - Then the Lord answered me and said: “Write the vision And make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it. Take notes Habakkuk! Many of our graduates are no stranger to taking notes. Write it down! Make it plain. God is saying to Habakkuk and He is saying to us today “You can trust Me. I have a purpose.” Deep down, we have that sense of purpose. God is so sure of it. He is so committed to it that He says – write it down. Don’t hedge. That he may run who reads it… what does that mean? It relates back to the command “make it plain”. Make it so plain that the one who reads it understands it with ease. 
	If I could offer one insight for us all, as we move into new places, it’s this: listen to God’s answer. Habakkuk says Then the Lord answered me… and He will answer us too, but we have to be willing to set aside everything, surrender our agenda, give up our comforts, and listen for His answer, whatever the vision might be. He’ll make it plain, and we mustn’t add to or take away.
Verse 3 says - For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry. The vision that God describes to Habakkuk is for an appointed time. It will no doubt happen at a certain time. Though the wait for it seems long – though it tarries – wait for it. It will surely be accomplished at the right time – it will not tarry. The Hebrew here is interesting. The verse says – though it tarries, it will not tarry. That seems to make no sense. Well, the word translated tarry is two different Hebrew words – though it tarries, meaning it seems to take a long time… it will not tarry, meaning it will not be late. 
If I could offer a second insight for us all, as we move into new places, it’s this: trust God’s timing. We may begin to doubt. We begin to wonder if we got it wrong. Maybe this was the wrong path. Maybe I heard wrong. Maybe I messed up and God no longer has use of me… No. When God is bringing purpose, every experience is valuable. Every stop is learning. Every step is closer to the vision. The world loves to discourage. The world loves to sow doubt. Let’s remind ourselves that the vision is for an appointed time. Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.
This week, let’s spend time in prayer and seek God’s purpose for our lives. There’s a line in a song that I love that says – Every new beginning comes from some other beginning’s end. Graduates, you may have diploma or degree in hand. This is not the end, but a beautiful new beginning. We will go forth confidently in God’s vision, knowing His great plan, and, no matter how long it may seem, we will faithfully wake each morning and say – God, my answer is Yes! Now, where will You lead me today?



