John 21:21-22 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”
	We’re with Jesus this morning by the Sea of Tiberias, which is the Roman name for the Sea of Galilee. Peter, along with several other disciples, have been fishing. Christ appears. It’s not long after the Resurrection. John 21:1 says – after these things, which refers to the things of John 20. So we are likely about ten days after the Resurrection. It’s morning, the disciples have been fishing all night, catching nothing.
	In our focal scripture, breakfast is done. Jesus has asked Peter three times, “Simon do you love Me?” Peter has responded three times, You know I love You. Jesus’ responses are – Feed My lambs, tend My sheep, and feed My sheep. In verses 18-19, we read - Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” 19 This He (Jesus) spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.” Church tradition holds that Peter was crucified. Jesus first said, “Follow Me” to Peter in Matthew 4:19, when Jesus found Peter and his brother Andrew fishing, having caught nothing all night. Now, after Peter denied Him three times, and Jesus redeemed Peter three times, in almost an identical setting as the first time, Jesus says again – Follow Me.
	We know in John 21:20 that the Apostle John, one of the sons of Zebedee, gets up and follows as Jesus and Peter begin to walk. Verse 20 tells us something else valuable – it says - Then Peter, turning around. Peter turned around. Peter, who was supposed to be following Jesus, was supposed to have his eyes locked on Jesus, who had a path of his own to follow Jesus… turned around… why? To look at another followers walk. Taking our eyes off Jesus to look around is a great way to cause ourselves to stumble in our walk. We mustn’t turn around.
	In verse 21, we read - Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, But Lord, what about this man? Jesus has been clear. Follow Me. Peter is to take up his Cross daily and follow Jesus. Philippians 2:12-13 says Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. That sounds an awful lot like we are to follow Jesus, walk with Him daily, and work out our salvation with fear and trembling. We’re to be so focused on following that looking around never crosses our mind – unless it’s to help! But my friends, we spend too much time turned around, looking at another’s walk. Oh, we disguise it with pretty words, but honestly, too often, we’re taking our eyes off what Jesus has called us to do and we’re judging another servant. Romans 14:4 tells us not to do that - Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. Peter says - But Lord, what about this man? 
Let’s hear Jesus’ response. Verse 22 Jesus said to him, If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me. Our walk with Jesus is an individual walk done in community with others. It’s an Individual Walk done in Community with others. My walk may influence others around me, but their walk is not mine. We’re not to turn around and we’re not to look back – Luke 9:62 - But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” Anyone who has plowed ground before knows that looking back makes for crooked rows. The cost of discipleship, our duty to the Master is leaving all and following. When we accept Jesus as Master, we accept a responsibility, we assume accountability, and we commit to a duty! These are three words no one wants to hear these days. Responsibility to follow faithfully. Accountability to follow daily. Duty to follow His path wherever it leads. Jesus asks Peter in essence – what does the walk of any other believer have to do with your faithfulness? If you’re watching them, you’re not watching Me… and if you’re not watching Me, you’re drifting off the path. The path is narrow – not hard to drift! You follow Me!
	And so He is telling each of us this morning and all days. Why look back? Why turn around? If He were speaking to me this morning, He’d say – Richard, you’re turned around. You’re drifting. You’re judging My other servants, and I didn’t call you to that. Eyes forward and follow Me. Pick up your cross, leave everything, and fasten your eyes on My Way. It is the only Way, and it takes all our focus to follow faithfully.
	This morning, let’s check to be sure we are walking out our responsibility, our accountability, and our duty faithfully. Ecclesiastes 12:13 says - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. Fear God. Keep His commandments. Follow Him. Focus on Him. This is the whole duty. Everything else is distraction. We can’t look back and keep up at the same time. No crooked rows or drifting paths. Let’s keep focus and follow faithfully.
