Jeremiah 51:1-32 Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, Against those who dwell in Leb Kamai, A destroying wind. 2 And I will send winnowers to Babylon, Who shall winnow her and empty her land. For in the day of doom They shall be against her all around. 3 Against her let the archer bend his bow, And lift himself up against her in his armor.
Do not spare her young men; Utterly destroy all her army. 4 Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, And those thrust through in her streets. 5 For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, By his God, the Lord of hosts, Though their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel.” 6 Flee from the midst of Babylon, And every one save his life! Do not be cut off in her iniquity, For this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance; He shall recompense her.
7 Babylon was a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, That made all the earth drunk. The nations drank her wine; Therefore the nations are deranged. 8 Babylon has suddenly fallen and been destroyed. Wail for her! Take balm for her pain; Perhaps she may be healed. 9 We would have healed Babylon, But she is not healed. Forsake her, and let us go everyone to his own country;
For her judgment reaches to heaven and is lifted up to the skies. 10 The Lord has revealed our righteousness. Come and let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God. 11 Make the arrows bright! Gather the shields! The Lord has raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes.
For His plan is against Babylon to destroy it, Because it is the vengeance of the Lord, The vengeance for His temple. 12 Set up the standard on the walls of Babylon; Make the guard strong, Set up the watchmen, Prepare the ambushes. For the Lord has both devised and done
What He spoke against the inhabitants of Babylon. 13 O you who dwell by many waters,
Abundant in treasures, Your end has come, The measure of your covetousness. 14 The Lord of hosts has sworn by Himself: “Surely I will fill you with men, as with locusts, And they shall lift up a shout against you.” 15 He has made the earth by His power; He has established the world by His wisdom, And stretched out the heaven by His understanding. 16 When He utters His voice - There is a multitude of waters in the heavens: “He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; He makes lightnings for the rain; He brings the wind out of His treasuries.” 17 Everyone is dull-hearted, without knowledge; Every metalsmith is put to shame by the carved image; For his molded image is falsehood, And there is no breath in them. 18 They are futile, a work of errors; In the time of their punishment they shall perish. 19 The Portion of Jacob is not like them, For He is the Maker of all things; And Israel is the tribe of His inheritance. The Lord of hosts is His name. 20 “You are My battle-ax and weapons of war:
For with you I will break the nation in pieces; With you I will destroy kingdoms; 21 With you I will break in pieces the horse and its rider; With you I will break in pieces the chariot and its rider; 22 With you also I will break in pieces man and woman; With you I will break in pieces old and young; With you I will break in pieces the young man and the maiden; 23 With you also I will break in pieces the shepherd and his flock; With you I will break in pieces the farmer and his yoke of oxen; And with you I will break in pieces governors and rulers. 24 “And I will repay Babylon And all the inhabitants of Chaldea For all the evil they have done
In Zion in your sight,” says the Lord. 25 “Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain, Who destroys all the earth,” says the Lord. “And I will stretch out My hand against you, Roll you down from the rocks, And make you a burnt mountain. 26 They shall not take from you a stone for a corner Nor a stone for a foundation, But you shall be desolate forever,” says the Lord. 27 Set up a banner in the land, Blow the trumpet among the nations! Prepare the nations against her, Call the kingdoms together against her: Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz. Appoint a general against her; Cause the horses to come up like the bristling locusts. 28 Prepare against her the nations, With the kings of the Medes, Its governors and all its rulers, All the land of his dominion. 29 And the land will tremble and sorrow; For every purpose of the Lord shall be performed against Babylon, To make the land of Babylon a desolation without inhabitant.
30 The mighty men of Babylon have ceased fighting, They have remained in their strongholds;
Their might has failed, They became like women; They have burned her dwelling places, The bars of her gate are broken. 31 One runner will run to meet another, And one messenger to meet another, To show the king of Babylon that his city is taken on all sides; 32 The passages are blocked, The reeds they have burned with fire, And the men of war are terrified. 
	We’re back with Jeremiah tonight. Judgement of Babylon continues. This prophecy, happening in the 4th year of Zedekiah, will be sent to Babylon by Jeremiah in the hand of Seraiah to be read over Babylon and then cast into the Euphrates River.
Verses 1-2 Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, Against those who dwell in Leb Kamai, A destroying wind. 2 And I will send winnowers to Babylon, Who shall winnow her and empty her land. For in the day of doom They shall be against her all around. Behold, I will raise up against Babylon – God sent Darius and Cyrus. God inspired their spirits to accomplish His purpose. Against those who dwell in Leb Kamai – Hebrew has the idea of those who dwell in the heart of the city. God will send the Medo-Persian empire against His enemies. A destroying wind -In Jeremiah 4:11, Jeremiah describes the Chaldeans as a destroying wind. Now, the Chaldeans and Babylonians will face the Persian army as a destroying wind. And I will send winnowers – The Persians will drive the Chaldeans away, as fans drive chaff from a threshing room floor. It will be done with ease. The Babylonians will be defeated. For in the day of doom – In the day of attack, the enemy will be all around and there will be no escape.
	Verses 3-5 Against her let the archer bend his bow, And lift himself up against her in his armor. Do not spare her young men; Utterly destroy all her army. 4 Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, And those thrust through in her streets. 5 For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, By his God, the Lord of hosts, Though their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel.” Against her let the archer bend his bow – The image of archers return, as does armies marching in armor and coat of chainmail. Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans – The Chaldeans will be killed. The Babylonians will fall. For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah – God is a promise keeper. He has not forsaken His people nor His covenant, no matter how displeased He is with them. 
	Verses 6-7 Flee from the midst of Babylon, And every one save his life! Do not be cut off in her iniquity, For this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance; He shall recompense her.
7 Babylon was a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, That made all the earth drunk. The nations drank her wine; Therefore the nations are deranged. Flee from the midst of Babylon – This applies to God’s people – Flee or make haste to leave and not be consumed or cut off by what is coming. Babylon was a golden cup in the Lord’s hand – Babylon enticed nations to be her ally because of the riches, power, and greed involved. They drank of her evil, but it proved deadly. God made her a tool of vengeance. As they suffered at her hands, now they will suffer as she suffers because they partook of her evil. Therefore the nations are deranged – They left true wisdom and prudence and were deceived by Babylon’s evil and made drunk by her power and riches. This is all by God’s divine design.
	Verses 8-9 Babylon has suddenly fallen and been destroyed. Wail for her! Take balm for her pain; Perhaps she may be healed. 9 We would have healed Babylon, But she is not healed. Forsake her, and let us go everyone to his own country; For her judgment reaches to heaven and is lifted up to the skies. Babylon has suddenly fallen – Destruction will come suddenly and catastrophically. Wail for her! Take balm for her – The kings, merchants, and all people will cry out. They will try everything humanly possible to save her. We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed – Each group had reasons for healing Babylon. Even God’s prophets wanted her to repent and be healed. No one wanted her to be destroyed, but Babylon refused. Her allies tried to save her, but the evil and the rottenness of Babylon’s society was too great. In the end, they had to flee for their own lives and leave her to destruction and return to their own country. For her judgment reaches to heaven – Her sin reaches heaven and, as in the case of Sodom and Gomorrah and Nineveh, God hears, sees, and acts. 
	Verse 10 The Lord has revealed our righteousness. Come and let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God. God sees and avenges. The people have turned faithfully back to God. In turn, His people glorify God for His power and His deliverance as they praise Him publicly.
	Verses 11-12 Make the arrows bright! Gather the shields! The Lord has raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes. For His plan is against Babylon to destroy it, Because it is the vengeance of the Lord, The vengeance for His temple. 12 Set up the standard on the walls of Babylon; Make the guard strong, Set up the watchmen, Prepare the ambushes. For the Lord has both devised and done What He spoke against the inhabitants of Babylon. Make the arrows bright! Gather the shields – In others words, prepare all the instruments for war in Babylon and also in the Medo-Persian empire. The Lord has raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes – The historian Xenophon tells us that Babylon threatened the Medes. Cambyses, the father of Cyrus, sent Cyrus and 30.000 soldiers to join the Medes, commanded by Darius, who was Cyrus’s uncle. Set up the standard on the walls of Babylon – Take all needed steps to overcome Babylon and set the standard (meaning the flag) on her walls. For the Lord has both devised and done – God has blessed Cyrus and the undertaking. They have His divine favor. 
	Verses 13-19  O you who dwell by many waters, Abundant in treasures, Your end has come, The measure of your covetousness. 14 The Lord of hosts has sworn by Himself: “Surely I will fill you with men, as with locusts, And they shall lift up a shout against you.” 15 He has made the earth by His power; He has established the world by His wisdom, And stretched out the heaven by His understanding. 16 When He utters His voice - There is a multitude of waters in the heavens: “He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; He makes lightnings for the rain; He brings the wind out of His treasuries.” 17 Everyone is dull-hearted, without knowledge; Every metalsmith is put to shame by the carved image; For his molded image is falsehood, And there is no breath in them. 18 They are futile, a work of errors; In the time of their punishment they shall perish. 19 The Portion of Jacob is not like them, For He is the Maker of all things; And Israel is the tribe of His inheritance. The Lord of hosts is His name. O you who dwell by many waters – Babylon had the Euphrates River running through it, a large lake on one side of it, and many water sources within it. Water was wealth in those days.  Abundant in treasures – Rich both in trade and in the spoil taken by conquest of nations. Your end has come, The measure of your covetousness – God will bring an end to the greed and evil. Babylon always wanted more and gave no thanks for the blessings given. The Lord of hosts has sworn by Himself – God now says – Enough! Your evil will be punished. Surely I will fill you with men, as with locusts – Armies made up of thousands of men will swarm all over you and devour. He has made the earth by His power – Jeremiah now describes the Lord of Hosts and all He has done. He is the Creator and the source of all Wisdom. He has now pronounced judgement on the Babylon and it’s empire. God created it all, made it all possible, and now can do with it as He pleases.
	Verses 20-24 You are My battle-ax and weapons of war: For with you I will break the nation in pieces; With you I will destroy kingdoms; 21 With you I will break in pieces the horse and its rider; With you I will break in pieces the chariot and its rider; 22 With you also I will break in pieces man and woman; With you I will break in pieces old and young; With you I will break in pieces the young man and the maiden; 23 With you also I will break in pieces the shepherd and his flock; With you I will break in pieces the farmer and his yoke of oxen; And with you I will break in pieces governors and rulers. 24 “And I will repay Babylon And all the inhabitants of Chaldea For all the evil they have done In Zion in your sight,” says the Lord.
You are My battle-ax and weapons of war – The prophecy shifts and focuses on Cyrus and the Medo-Persian army. God will use this army to render His judgement upon Babylon. And I will repay Babylon And all the inhabitants of Chaldea For all the evil they have done In Zion in your sight – God will avenge His people for the excess suffering Babylon inflicted. 
	Verses 25-26 Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain, Who destroys all the earth,” says the Lord. “And I will stretch out My hand against you, Roll you down from the rocks, And make you a burnt mountain. 26 They shall not take from you a stone for a corner Nor a stone for a foundation, But you shall be desolate forever,” says the Lord. Behold, I am against thee, O destroying mountain – Babylon is described here as a mountain because of it’s superiority above other nations. It had a reputation for destroying other cultures and stealing all the riches, including the most promising young people. The Hebrew has the idea of a mountain of corruption. It defiled the cities it conquered. It is seen as the very seat of idolatry and false god worship. Roll you down from the rocks – God will chase them from everywhere, including rocks and caves where they hide. He will burn with fire. The great mountain will be burned and destroyed. They shall not take from you a stone for a corner – Nothing will be left, not even a stone to reuse for rebuilding. 
	Verses 27-29 Set up a banner in the land, Blow the trumpet among the nations! Prepare the nations against her, Call the kingdoms together against her: Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz. Appoint a general against her; Cause the horses to come up like the bristling locusts. 28 Prepare against her the nations, With the kings of the Medes, Its governors and all its rulers, All the land of his dominion. 29 And the land will tremble and sorrow; For every purpose of the Lord shall be performed against Babylon, To make the land of Babylon a desolation without inhabitant.
Set up a banner in the land – This and blowing the trumpet are common ways to assemble the army. Call the kingdoms together – Ararat, Minni, Ashkenaz are all countries allied with the Medes. Xenophon adds the Armenians and the Phrygians in his historical recounting. Appoint a general against her – appoint a leader to command. Cyrus was this leader. Cause the horses to come up like the bristling locusts – The horses are coming hungry and eager to consume. Prepare against her the kings of the Medes -The Medes were an army of allies with several kings marching under the banner of Cyrus. And the land will tremble and sorrow - The people will be confused and saddened by the great calamity purposed in God’s Providence.
Verses 30-32 The mighty men of Babylon have ceased fighting, They have remained in their strongholds; Their might has failed, They became like women; They have burned her dwelling places, The bars of her gate are broken. 31 One runner will run to meet another, And one messenger to meet another, To show the king of Babylon that his city is taken on all sides; 32 The passages are blocked, The reeds they have burned with fire, And the men of war are terrified. 
The mighty men of Babylon have ceased fighting – History tells us that Cyrus had defeated Belshazzar and his army earlier. They retreated behind the walls of Babylon and decided to wait out the siege. They have remained in their strongholds – Cyrus made a decree that everyone must stay in their houses or be killed on sight when he entered the city. The people trembled in fear. They have burned her dwelling places – Many houses were burned, fortresses and bars broken down. One runner will run to meet another – Messengers will run from all parts of the city telling that the city is conquered. They will run beside each other to the palace with bad news. To show the king of Babylon that his city is taken on all sides – Babylon was infiltrated from all sides as the Medes opened the gates to let the army flood in. Gates were left unguarded because of the party Belshazzar is throwing. The idea is of messengers coming from all directions and falling in on the same path to the king.
	And so we leave Jeremiah in this prophecy that will be realized many years from now. God ordains and His will is done. We must be about warning of the destruction to come and helping people know how to flee the Judgement. Jesus is the only Way. May we be diligent in bringing this message to all who will hear. 
