Luke 22:49-51 When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus answered and said, “Permit even this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.
	We’ve had a wonderful Sunrise Service this morning, blessed time in Sunday school, and great fellowship all around, but today is all, all about the atoning work of Jesus. He said, It is Finished! The veil is torn, the tomb is empty, our connection with God is restored. It is Finished and we praise Jesus for this certainty.
	Let’s imagine ourselves with Jesus. The Lord’s Supper has been instituted, feet have been washed, a new commandment has been given. Love one another as I have loved you. How did He love? Perfectly. He loves who we are. We’re in the Garden of Gethsemane. Peter, James, John sleeping. Jesus kneeling, praying, accepting – Nevertheless, not My Will, but Yours be done. Christ, ready to lay down His life, aligned with His Father, knowing in just a few hours it will be finished – death stripped of its sting, Heaven’s Way forever open. 
	Into this dark spring night, probably around 60 degrees, we step as Jesus returns to His disciples a third time. Then, a mob – soldiers and servants, clubs and swords, lanterns and torches – coming out as though against a criminal. Judas, one of the twelve, approaches and kisses Jesus upon the cheek – not out of place, customary in that time, the disciples would think nothing of it… It looks like love, respect, but Jesus knows. Luke 22:48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” Betrayed, not by the poison words of an enemy, but the gentle kiss of a false friend. Satan doesn’t always come dressed as an enemy, but sometimes as deceiving ally.
	On this warm Spring evening, we pick up in verse 49 - When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” The disciples suddenly see. Conspiracy, betrayal, deceit. Shall we strike with the sword? Now, let’s pause and realize how flawed this human response is – a mob with clubs, swords, Temple guards trained to defend the Temple. Peter, James, John fishermen – Lord, shall we strike with the sword? 
	Verse 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. John 18:10 names names - Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. Good ol’ Peter. Peter doesn’t wait for the Spiritual answer in a human moment. He doesn’t wait for Jesus to respond. He doesn’t leave room for the leading of the Holy Spirit. He doesn’t stand still and know God is God. He strikes Malchus, servant of the High Priest. Before we shake our heads at Peter, we too often fail to wait on Jesus. We strike! Our will be done! Jesus, I don’t know the whole plan, but don’t You worry, I know just what to do! Peter cuts off the right ear of Malchus, in front of Temple soldiers, with swords, trained to defend the High Priest and, by extension, Malchus. Blood, shock, sharp escalation.
	Into this, Jesus, Who can call legions of angels, speaks Peace. Verse 51 But Jesus answered and said, “Permit even this.” And He touched his ear and healed him. Malchus, who’s name is Semitic for king, now experiences Christ the King! Violence meets Peace. Hate meets Love. Imperfect meets Perfect. Wounded meets Healer. Permit even this – the Hebrew has the idea of Stop! No more! No doubt, swords are being drawn, hearts are hammering, tempers are flaring, blood is flowing, and, into this, Jesus brings Peace and Restoration.
	An important note: Leviticus 21 forbids those who have defects of any kind from serving in the Temple. Malchus, in losing his right ear, has now had his whole life changed. Jesus sees past Malchus as bleeding servant, past Malchus as walking with the mob, past Malchus as enemy of God, and sees his need for restoration, mercy, and grace. And isn’t that the message of the Cross?
	Brothers and sisters, before we meet Jesus, we’re all Malchus, walking with Satan, standing with the mob, a servant set to do evil, an enemy of God. We may not be missing an ear, but we’re all wounded when we encounter Jesus. We’re all separated from serving the most High God, until we receive the healing touch of the Savior. He touched his ear and healed him – restored him. Likewise, He touches our wounds and restores us. By the touch of Jesus, Malchus is restored to the Temple. By the touch of Jesus, we are restored to our Father and His Eternal Temple. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life – no one comes to the Father but by Him.
	My friends, this is good news. Jesus didn’t leave Malchus to bleed in the dark, and He doesn’t leave us either. He died, rose, and restores by His blood. The stone is rolled away, the tomb is empty, the veil is torn, the Way to the Father is open. If you have never encountered Jesus in this mighty way, self-king encountering Eternal King, today is the day! Surrender to Him this morning. Come and be healed, restored by the only One who can.
