Acts 8:26-29 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.”
	Spirit activates our sense of service, and our sense of service motivates our acts of service. Our acts of service glorifies the Spirit. Spirit to service, service to acts, acts to Spirit. Our walk with Jesus, in the Presence of the Holy Spirit, glorifies our Father. Colossians 3:23 says - And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men. We must be very aware, as we act, as we sense a call to service, where this call originates. Does it originate in the Spirit or does it originate in the flesh? Spirit will spring up and inspire. Flesh is unto death.
	Our scripture this morning is from Acts 8. Philip has been in Samaria, driven there by the persecution of the church in Jerusalem by none other than Saul. Miracles have been happening. Acts 8:6 tells us - And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. Miracles - God things are happening. Multitudes are believing. Then something happens in verse 26. God, through an angel, speaks - Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. Spirit informed! Philip, arise, go. Notice there is no reason given. The angel doesn’t give the whole picture. The angel says Arise and Go! Often, before we know what to do, we know we must do it! Too many wait for what, where, when, how, who… when God is saying arise and go. It is a great sin of our flesh to demand of the Creator, the One who can be trusted, that He explain all before we move. We are looking for a Flesh start and not a Spirit start. Never hesitate when God who created it all says Arise and Go.
	Verse 27 - So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship. Philip aligned his heart with the Spirit. The Spirit informed him and now his sense of service is aligned with the Spirit of God. Arise, Go… and we read of Philip, no questions, no complaints, no hesitation… so he arose and went. With God, our answer is always Yes! My answer is Yes God… now, what is Your direction? This Ethiopian is returning from Jerusalem. He is great in Ethiopia. God is using Philip’s sense of service to align his heart with spreading the Gospel to Ethiopia. Does Philip have the full picture? No. He beholds a man of Ethiopia. 
	Verse 28 - was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. A man of wealth and position. He would have been protected by guards. He’s coming through a deserted place. He’s returning from Jerusalem and reading Isaiah, so we have every reason to think he is a believer in God. Don’t let it be lost on us that he is reading Isaiah, the Book filled with prophecies about Jesus… sometimes referred to as the Gospel of the Old Testament. A critical book in understanding what Jesus has just done… and Philip, called to follow Jesus in John 1, witness to feeding the 5000 in John 6, he may have been present in John 20 when the risen Christ appeared to the disciples. This Philip - God inspired to arise and go to serve someone he does not know. Our God is so wonderful. His Spirit sees and graciously gives us a sense of service…. when we align our hearts in submission to Him.
	Verse 29 - Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” The Spirit now turns this sense of service into an act of service. We align our hearts and we allow God to assign our actions. Go near and overtake this chariot. This could be dangerous. A Ethiopian of wealth and status being overtaken, so he was probably running, by Philip, in a deserted place. My daughter would say – that looks a little sketchy. But Philip acts. He overtakes the chariot. God opens the heart of the Ethiopian. He is baptized! A follower of Christ is now on his way back to Ethiopia to, no doubt, spread the Gospel! In verse 39, we read - and he went on his way rejoicing. The Ethiopian glorifies God. The Spirit informed Philip’s service. This sense of service became a Spirit guided action. This Spirit guided action turned into glorifying the Spirit. It’s all a circle brothers and sisters.
	This week, let’s let every act be Spirit inspired. In all we do, let’s align our hearts with God. That which is born of flesh will seek to glorify flesh. That which is born of Spirit will always seek to glorify Spirit. Let’s aspire to the words of Paul in Galatians 5:16 - I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Crucify any thought of gain in the flesh – the praise of men and women, the gain of this world – and walk such that every sense of service and every physical act of service glorifies our Father in heaven. 
