Jeremiah 50:1-22 The word that the Lord spoke against Babylon and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet. 2 “Declare among the nations, Proclaim, and set up a standard; Proclaim - do not conceal it - Say, ‘Babylon is taken, Bel is shamed. Merodach is broken in pieces; Her idols are humiliated, Her images are broken in pieces.’ 3 For out of the north a nation comes up against her, Which shall make her land desolate, And no one shall dwell therein. They shall move, they shall depart, Both man and beast. 4 “In those days and in that time,” says the Lord, “The children of Israel shall come, They and the children of Judah together; With continual weeping they shall come, And seek the Lord their God. 5 They shall ask the way to Zion, With their faces toward it, saying, ‘Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord In a perpetual covenant That will not be forgotten.’ 6 “My people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds have led them astray; They have turned them away on the mountains.
They have gone from mountain to hill; They have forgotten their resting place. 7 All who found them have devoured them; And their adversaries said, ‘We have not offended, Because they have sinned against the Lord, the habitation of justice, The Lord, the hope of their fathers.’ 8 “Move from the midst of Babylon, Go out of the land of the Chaldeans; And be like the rams before the flocks. 9 For behold, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon
An assembly of great nations from the north country, And they shall array themselves against her; From there she shall be captured. Their arrows shall be like those of an expert warrior;
None shall return in vain. 10 And Chaldea shall become plunder; All who plunder her shall be satisfied,” says the Lord. 11 “Because you were glad, because you rejoiced, You destroyers of My heritage, Because you have grown fat like a heifer threshing grain, And you bellow like bulls, 12 Your mother shall be deeply ashamed; She who bore you shall be ashamed. Behold, the least of the nations shall be a wilderness, A dry land and a desert. 13 Because of the wrath of the Lord She shall not be inhabited, But she shall be wholly desolate. Everyone who goes by Babylon shall be horrified And hiss at all her plagues. 14 “Put yourselves in array against Babylon all around, All you who bend the bow; Shoot at her, spare no arrows, For she has sinned against the Lord. 15 Shout against her all around; She has given her hand, Her foundations have fallen, Her walls are thrown down; For it is the vengeance of the Lord.
Take vengeance on her. As she has done, so do to her. 16 Cut off the sower from Babylon,
And him who handles the sickle at harvest time. For fear of the oppressing sword Everyone shall turn to his own people, And everyone shall flee to his own land. 17 “Israel is like scattered sheep; The lions have driven him away. First the king of Assyria devoured him; Now at last this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has broken his bones.” 18 Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, As I have punished the king of Assyria. 19 But I will bring back Israel to his home, And he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan; His soul shall be satisfied on Mount Ephraim and Gilead. 20 In those days and in that time,” says the Lord, “The iniquity of Israel shall be sought, but there shall be none; And the sins of Judah, but they shall not be found; For I will pardon those whom I preserve. 21 “Go up against the land of Merathaim, against it, And against the inhabitants of Pekod. Waste and utterly destroy them,” says the Lord, “And do according to all that I have commanded you. 22 A sound of battle is in the land, And of great destruction. 
We’re back with Jeremiah tonight, as the judgement of Babylon is pronounced. God will now judge the nation for its cruelty. This will take place at the hands of the Medo-Persian empire, as we studied in Daniel.
Verses 1-3 The word that the Lord spoke against Babylon and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet. 2 “Declare among the nations, Proclaim, and set up a standard; Proclaim - do not conceal it - Say, ‘Babylon is taken, Bel is shamed. Merodach is broken in pieces; Her idols are humiliated, Her images are broken in pieces.’ 3 For out of the north a nation comes up against her, Which shall make her land desolate, And no one shall dwell therein. They shall move, they shall depart, Both man and beast. The word that the Lord spoke against Babylon – This refers to the prophecy in the 4th year of Zedekiah that will appear in Jeremiah 51. It speaks against Babylon. Declare among the nations – The event will be the downfall of Babylon, the oppressor of nations. Call the people together, set up a standard or a rallying place. This will be a signal to the Jews that deliverance is drawing near. Bel is shamed, Merodach is broken – The false gods and idols the people placed their faith in will be confounded, confused, and broken. God takes the false things nations trust in. For out of the north – The Medes are located north of Babylon. 
	Verses 4-5 “In those days and in that time,” says the Lord, “The children of Israel shall come, They and the children of Judah together; With continual weeping they shall come, And seek the Lord their God. 5 They shall ask the way to Zion, With their faces toward it, saying, ‘Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord In a perpetual covenant That will not be forgotten.’ 
In those days – There will come a day and a time when God will execute His judgement on Babylon. The Jews, the children of Judah, will return from captivity. Cyrus will encourage the Jews to return home. With continual weeping – Weeping partly over the disaster that befell their nation and partly with joy that they are delivered by God’s Grace and Mercy. They shall come – The people will turn to God and seek His favor, as they were invited to do before all this befell them. They will come with a repentant heart and a contrite spirit. They shall ask the way to Zion – With their faces set toward their homeland, they determine to return, though it lay in ruins. They resolve in their hearts to return to God and His city, regardless of the cost and difficulty. We too must set our faces as flint and resolve to bear whatever the cost to follow the Cross of Jesus. Saying, ‘Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord In a perpetual covenant – They broke the covenant with God. In the days of Josiah, not so long ago, they’d renewed the covenant and then broken it again. Here they exhort one another to recommit, to join themselves to God again. His is an everlasting promise. We may renege, but He never does. They commit that this covenant will not be forgotten again. 
	Verses 6-7 My people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds have led them astray; They have turned them away on the mountains. They have gone from mountain to hill; They have forgotten their resting place. 7 All who found them have devoured them; And their adversaries said, ‘We have not offended, Because they have sinned against the Lord, the habitation of justice, The Lord, the hope of their fathers.’  My people have been lost sheep – In Isaiah 53:6, we are told that all have gone astray as lost sheep. God calls the Jews His people. Their shepherds have led them astray – Shepherds here applies to both religious and civil leaders. It has the idea that all those charged with leading the people have caused them to stray from God. They have gone from mountain to hill – They have turned from right worship, at the Temple of God, towards sacrificing to idols on every hill and high place. They have sought after false gods hither and yon. From one idol to the other, forgetting their ultimate resting place – God. They have forgotten God in their effort to find rest. And we do the same, as we wander through this world. All who found them have devoured them – The people have fallen prey to every enemy. And their adversaries said, ‘We have not offended – The very nation that treated the Jews so cruelly now claims it did nothing wrong, yet the Babylonians knew Jeremiah and his prophecies, so they had all opportunity to know that the Jews were God’s people. Because they have sinned against the Lord, the habitation of justice – God is a refuge for those who seek Him. Since the Jews were given into captivity, the Babylonians claim they have done nothing wrong in taking advantage of the Jews willful separation from God.
	Verse 8 “Move from the midst of Babylon, Go out of the land of the Chaldeans; And be like the rams before the flocks. God now prepares His people to prepare to return from captivity. Babylon will fall. Be ready to go out of Babylon and return home. Be prepared to be leaders, as rams, among the flock of sheep. 
	Verses 9-11 For behold, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon An assembly of great nations from the north country, And they shall array themselves against her; From there she shall be captured. Their arrows shall be like those of an expert warrior; None shall return in vain. 10 And Chaldea shall become plunder; All who plunder her shall be satisfied,” says the Lord. 11 “Because you were glad, because you rejoiced, You destroyers of My heritage, Because you have grown fat like a heifer threshing grain, And you bellow like bulls, For behold, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon – God will now raise an assembly of nations – the Medes and the Persians, allied with many other nations. They will be known for their archers. Chaldea will be plundered. All who plunder her shall be satisfied – Babylon was the richest nation in the world. Now it will be plundered.  Because you were glad, because you rejoiced – The Babylonians rejoiced at the ruin of Jerusalem and the capturing of the Jews. The Babylonians fell prey to their lust and ambitions. They treated the Jews with cruelty. They were used as God’s tool, but acted in their flesh and went beyond what He ordained. They grew insolent and proud, bellowing like well fed cattle in heat. 
	Verses 12-16 Your mother shall be deeply ashamed; She who bore you shall be ashamed. Behold, the least of the nations shall be a wilderness, A dry land and a desert. 13 Because of the wrath of the Lord She shall not be inhabited, But she shall be wholly desolate. Everyone who goes by Babylon shall be horrified And hiss at all her plagues. 14 “Put yourselves in array against Babylon all around, All you who bend the bow; Shoot at her, spare no arrows, For she has sinned against the Lord. 15 Shout against her all around; She has given her hand, Her foundations have fallen, Her walls are thrown down; For it is the vengeance of the Lord. Take vengeance on her. As she has done, so do to her. 16 Cut off the sower from Babylon, And him who handles the sickle at harvest time. For fear of the oppressing sword Everyone shall turn to his own people, And everyone shall flee to his own land. Your mother shall be deeply ashamed -Your mother, this refers to Babylon, will be ashamed, as the country cannot defend itself. The least of the nations will be mighty in comparison. Babylon will be desolate. The people will go by and hiss, a common form of disrespect in that time. The people will be astonished at what God has caused to become of once great Babylon. Babylon has sinned against God and made herself an enemy of God. Put yourselves in array against Babylon all around – Surround Babylon and conquer her. Shout against Babylon in victory. Her foundations have fallen – The might that once surrounded the city, in walls, in riches, and in military, have all failed. Cut off the sower from Babylon – The walls of Babylon surrounded more than 60 miles. The city looked more like a country with walls around it. Inside the walls were fields of grain and cattle, meant to support in times of long sieges. Everyone shall turn to his own people – The allies that once stood with Babylon will turn away and make allegiance with the Medes and the Persians.
	Verse 17 “Israel is like scattered sheep; The lions have driven him away. First the king of Assyria devoured him; Now at last this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has broken his bones. As a lion comes among the sheep and scatters them, so God has allowed foreign nations to do to Israel. First, the king of Assyria Shalmaneser carried away the Northern Kingdom of Israel, ten tribes, then Nebuchadnezzar carried away Judah, the last two tribes. 
	Verse 18 Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, As I have punished the king of Assyria. God commanded they execute His will, but they did so with cruelty and harm He did not ordain. Assyria was punished by Babylon and now Babylon will be punished by the Medo-Persian empire.
	Verses 19-20 But I will bring back Israel to his home, And he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan; His soul shall be satisfied on Mount Ephraim and Gilead. 20 In those days and in that time,” says the Lord, “The iniquity of Israel shall be sought, but there shall be none; And the sins of Judah, but they shall not be found; For I will pardon those whom I preserve. I will bring back Israel to his home – God will bring Israel home and care for His people as a shepherd cares for sheep. This refers to the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The iniquity of Israel shall be sought, but there shall be none – God will be perfectly reconciled to His people. This perfect reconciliation can only mean the promise of Jesus and His atoning work on the Cross.
	Verses 21-22 “Go up against the land of Merathaim, against it, And against the inhabitants of Pekod. Waste and utterly destroy them,” says the Lord, “And do according to all that I have commanded you. 22 A sound of battle is in the land, And of great destruction. Go up against the land of Merathaim, and against Pekod – Merathaim and Pekod represent the Chaldeans. Merathaim meaning bitterness. Babylon proved to be a land of bitterness to the Jewish people. Waste and utterly destroy Babylon. Cyrus will do as God commanded him, conquering Babylon and returning the Jewish people from captivity. A sound of battle is in the land – Babylon and the land of the Chaldeans will hear the sound of battle. God’s judgement has arrived.
	And so we leave Jeremiah this evening, as he prophesies what is to come for the Babylonians and tells of God returning the Jews to their homeland. God promised and He will deliver. The same is true for us. God has promised that, we who believe will see Jesus, He will come again, every knee will bow, every tongue will confess, evil will be vanquished and we will live with Him eternally. Now is the time to witness to others, telling of Jesus, that they too will have opportunity to repent and believe. Let’s be about God’s work, even as the battle of good and evil rages. Victory is ours. God has promised. We believe. Let’s live as light and salt in this world locked in the battle of Light and darkness. 
