Jer 49:23-39 Against Damascus. “Hamath and Arpad are shamed, For they have heard bad news. They are fainthearted; There is trouble on the sea; It cannot be quiet. 24 Damascus has grown feeble; She turns to flee, And fear has seized her. Anguish and sorrows have taken her like a woman in labor. 25 Why is the city of praise not deserted, the city of My joy? 26 Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets, And all the men of war shall be cut off in that day,” says the Lord of hosts. 27 “I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, And it shall consume the palaces of Ben-Hadad.” Judgment on Kedar and Hazor 28 Against Kedar and against the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon shall strike. Thus says the Lord:
“Arise, go up to Kedar, And devastate the men of the East! 29 Their tents and their flocks they shall take away. They shall take for themselves their curtains, All their vessels and their camels; And they shall cry out to them, ‘Fear is on every side!’ 30 “Flee, get far away! Dwell in the depths, O inhabitants of Hazor!” says the Lord. “For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has taken counsel against you, And has conceived a plan against you. 31 “Arise, go up to the wealthy nation that dwells securely,” says the Lord, “Which has neither gates nor bars, 
Dwelling alone. 32 Their camels shall be for booty, And the multitude of their cattle for plunder. I will scatter to all winds those in the farthest corners, And I will bring their calamity from all its sides,” says the Lord. 33 “Hazor shall be a dwelling for jackals, a desolation forever; No one shall reside there, Nor son of man dwell in it.” Judgment on Elam 34 The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet against Elam, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying, 35 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, The foremost of their might. 36 Against Elam I will bring the four winds From the four quarters of heaven, And scatter them toward all those winds; There shall be no nations where the outcasts of Elam will not go. 37 For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies And before those who seek their life. I will bring disaster upon them, My fierce anger,’ says the Lord; ‘And I will send the sword after them Until I have consumed them.
38 I will set My throne in Elam, And will destroy from there the king and the princes,’ says the Lord. 39 ‘But it shall come to pass in the latter days: I will bring back the captives of Elam,’ says the Lord.”
	We are back with Jeremiah tonight, as the pronouncements of judgement continue. We have seen the judgement of Ammon, Moab, Edom. Tonight, we see the judgement of Syria, Arabia, and Elam. Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, and the Chaldeans are the instruments God chooses to execute this judgement. God turns rivers and kingdoms where He will. Nature and man are instruments in the execution of His will. Our prayer is always, “God Your will be done.” His will is perfect and we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to His purpose.
	Verse 23 Against Damascus. “Hamath and Arpad are shamed, For they have heard bad news. They are fainthearted; There is trouble on the sea; It cannot be quiet. Damascus is the capital city of the kingdom of Syria. Damascus is still the capital of Syria today. Isaiah 17 prophesied of Syria’s conquest by Assyria, as did Amos 1. Assyria did indeed conquer Syria, but now it has recovered somewhat. Jeremiah prophesies that it will suffer defeat at the hands of the Babylonians. Hamath is another important city in Syria. It is more like a regional capital. Josephus writes of Hamath, but notes that it was later called Epiphania. Arpad is an island, also known as Aradus, in the Mediterranean Sea, located not far offshore from Hamath. All of these places are hearing evil tidings or bad news of an approaching army. Their courage fails them and they become faint-hearted. Likely, they are seeing the fall of surrounding nations. Attacks come from all over, both land and sea. There is no peace and it generates fear among the general population.
	Verses 24-27 Damascus has grown feeble; She turns to flee, And fear has seized her. Anguish and sorrows have taken her like a woman in labor. 25 Why is the city of praise not deserted, the city of My joy? 26 Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets, And all the men of war shall be cut off in that day,” says the Lord of hosts. 27 “I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, And it shall consume the palaces of Ben-Hadad.” Damascus has grown feeble – The inhabitants of Damascus have lost their courage and bravery. They were once a mighty army and a strong people. Now they flee and cower at the approach of Nebuchadnezzar. Fear and trembling, as well as great sorrow and anguish have seized this nation. The Hebrew has the idea of - Why or how is this city of such fame and wealth not left untouched? Therefore her young men shall fall – Her young men, the warriors meant to protect Damascus, will fall in the streets. This also means they will fall in all places, including the open battlefield. Ben Hadad had been the name of several kings of Syria dating back many generations. Ben-Hadad was similar to saying Pharoah in Egypt. It was a royal lineage.
	Verses 28-29 Against Kedar and against the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon shall strike. Thus says the Lord: “Arise, go up to Kedar, And devastate the men of the East! 29 Their tents and their flocks they shall take away. They shall take for themselves their curtains, All their vessels and their camels; And they shall cry out to them, ‘Fear is on every side!’ Against Kedar and against the kingdoms of Hazor – Kedar was one of Ishmael’s sons that settled in Arabia. Hazor is a location that we don’t know exactly where it is. Due to them being placed by Kedar, we associate the kingdom as a kingdom in Arabia. The idea is that the descendants of Ishmael will be crushed by Nebuchadnezzar as well. Kedar represents these descendants. Arise, go up to Kedar, And devastate the men of the East.- The men of the east are the Arabians and the Babylonians will overrun these people as well. The army will take away all their wealth and possessions. They shall take for themselves their curtains – Tents were made of elegant material and draped over supports. The Arabians were known for the beauty of their tents and the elegance of the drapes, here translated as curtains. Terror and death will be on every side of the Arabians, as all their livelihood and possessions are stripped away. 
	Verses 30-33 “Flee, get far away! Dwell in the depths, O inhabitants of Hazor!” says the Lord. “For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has taken counsel against you, And has conceived a plan against you. 31 “Arise, go up to the wealthy nation that dwells securely,” says the Lord, “Which has neither gates nor bars, Dwelling alone. 32 Their camels shall be for booty, And the multitude of their cattle for plunder. I will scatter to all winds those in the farthest corners, And I will bring their calamity from all its sides,” says the Lord. 33 “Hazor shall be a dwelling for jackals, a desolation forever; No one shall reside there, Nor son of man dwell in it.” Flee, get far away! Dwell in the depths, The people are to flee from the cities and into rural areas to hide. They are to flee in haste and with eagerness. Nebuchadnezzar has a plan to come and conquer. Arise, go up to the wealthy nation that dwells securely – The Chaldeans will come into the kingdom of Hazor and seize their wealth. God has ordained this. The cities dwell so peacefully and have been safe for so long that they have no walls of defenses. They dwell alone and in isolation. The Hebrew holds the idea of families living on estates and far apart, having room for cattle and dwelling in large homes. This adds to their lack of defenses, as they may dwell outside populated areas. The people will be scattered into the far reaches of the land, no place will be insulated from the destruction brought by God. 
	Verse 34 The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet against Elam, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying. We now shift our focus from Syria and Arabia to Elam. In Genesis 14, Elam is described as a powerful kingdom. By the time of this prophecy, Elam is being blended into the Persian people. Elam, in Daniel 8, is named as a providence of the Babylonian empire. Daniel was governor and resided in Shushan. Jeremiah now speaks prophecy against Elam.
	Verses 35-38 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, The foremost of their might. 36 Against Elam I will bring the four winds From the four quarters of heaven, And scatter them toward all those winds; There shall be no nations where the outcasts of Elam will not go. 37 For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies And before those who seek their life. I will bring disaster upon them, My fierce anger,’ says the Lord; ‘And I will send the sword after them Until I have consumed them. 38 I will set My throne in Elam, And will destroy from there the king and the princes,’ says the Lord. Behold, I will break the bow of Elam – The Elamites were well known for their archery skills. Isaiah 22 speaks of Elam bearing the quiver. Against Elam will I bring the four winds – Enemies will come from all directions, and the Elamites will likewise be scattered in all directions. The winds here represent chaos and commotion. There will be no safe place for the Elamites to flee. They will be scattered throughout all nations. The sword will pursue - And I will send the sword after them – Even after they flee from their own country, the enemy will pursue. Judgement will be complete. And I will set my throne in Elam – God will use Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians and later King Cyrus and the Persians to do His will and establish His kingdom. Cyrus will be the king who releases the Jews back to their homeland and ends the captivity after 70 years. 
	Verse 39 ‘But it shall come to pass in the latter days: I will bring back the captives of Elam,’ says the Lord. Cyrus will also set the Elamites free. The Elamites are known to have aided King Cyrus and the Persians in the ultimate overthrow of the Babylonians. He released them and Shushan became an important city in the Persian Empire. God brought back the captives as promised here.
	And so, we leave Jeremiah tonight as the conquest continues across the ancient land. Babylon and the Chaldeans have continued to sweep in and conquer nation by nation. God is making Nebuchadnezzar His instrument. Likewise, we see God still uses nations and peoples to do His will. His hand builds up and tears down. He turns rivers, nations, and hearts where He will. We worship and serve Him. We go to all nations and spread the Gospel, seeking to turn hearts to Christ before it is everlasting too late. In the next few evening services, we will continue to see God pronouncing and executing judgement on the rebellious nations. God is long suffering, but He will not allow rebellion forever. We know the time will come when all people will be on one side or the other. We will either believe in Jesus and be called according to His name and Kingdom, or we will be aligned with Satan. There is no middle ground. Let us be about the work of teaching of Christ and witnessing that souls may be saved and lives may be changed before the trumpet sounds and we meet Christ in the air.
