2 Corinthians 9:6-8 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.
	We serve a generous God. He is generous, that while I was still His enemy and in rebellion, He offered Salvation to my soul… He offered Salvation to your soul. While we were yet still sinners, at enmity with God, rebelling against His Kingdom, He sent His Son. I’ll say it again… we serve a generous God. 
	Generosity, as the Bible defines it, isn’t just giving money or material things. It’s a reflection of the heart – it is the status and standing and focus of our heart. Generosity is about the character we carry, not the currency we commit. Generosity is about selflessness and the stewardship of what God has entrusted to us. Without Him, we have nothing. It’s an attitude of the heart more than a position in life.
	Some hear the word generosity and their hand grips their pocketbook a little tighter, they move their wallet to the front pocket of their suit pants… But I ask you today, as I ask myself – are we truly generous? See generosity involves being generous in the things of God! The things of God are not material, but Spiritual – are we generous in Grace, Mercy, Love? Christ considered it not robbery to leave Heaven and take the form of a bondservant. God is generous with Grace, Mercy, Forgiveness, and Love. We must be too.
	In verse 6, we read - But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Again, our mind flies to the material and, in context, Paul is certainly speaking of the material needs. In our churches today, giving materially is the easy part. But, know this, he, she who sows Grace sparingly will reap Grace sparingly. He, she who is chintzy and cheap with Mercy will reap Mercy sparingly. He, she who withholds forgiveness and love until… you fill in the blank. 
Sowing corn where the field is crowded with stalks or wheat in a field lush with green waving plants can be done, but we’re called to empty spaces where none of what we sow is now found. Are we sowing Grace where no Grace is given? Are we sowing Mercy where no Mercy grows? Are we sowing love and forgiveness where little love and forgiveness is found? We sow bountifully that one day we might reap bountifully. 
Verse 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. Paul states clearly here that Generosity is a state, an intention, a purpose of the heart. How are we to give? Not grudgingly, but cheerfully. Give Love cheerfully. Grace, Mercy, Forgiveness… cheerfully… not grudgingly. Only when someone agrees with me… first gives to me? Only when the field is already full? That makes no sense at all. How did Jesus extend Grace, Mercy, Forgiveness, and Love? Boldly, Completely, Unconditionally, without hesitation. We seek to be a perfect copy of Him and reflect Him in all our ways.
Verse 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. God makes Grace abound. Grace abounds when we sow bountifully, unafraid, not waiting on Grace to appear, but being the Grace of God that appears before others. And He gives all sufficiency, an abundance for every good work. 
Brothers and sisters, we can never sow Grace too bountifully. Many churches today have all but forgotten Grace. If it wasn’t on the front sign or part of the hymn on Sunday morning, we wouldn’t know it anymore. Yet, by Grace we are saved through faith. God is generous with Grace, even as we fail. Might we be bountifully generous with Grace at every opportunity… not just when standing in a field of Grace with Mercy and Love growing all around, but be Grace, Mercy, Forgiveness, Love where none yet lives.  
Ephesians 2:4-8 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God. 
This week, as we approach the day we observe the Resurrection and claim kinship with Jesus, let’s look closely at our lives. Are we generous in Grace, Mercy, Love, and Forgiveness?  As God has been generous, so we will be too. Find the fields where Grace is absent, Mercy does not appear, and Love is withered and sow, sow, sow. He will do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us. We serve a generous God. Let’s sow Grace, Mercy, Love, and Forgiveness abundantly and God will give the increase.
