Jer 49:1-22 Against the Ammonites. Thus says the Lord: “Has Israel no sons? Has he no heir? Why then does Milcom inherit Gad, And his people dwell in its cities? 2 Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I will cause to be heard an alarm of war
In Rabbah of the Ammonites; It shall be a desolate mound, And her villages shall be burned with fire. Then Israel shall take possession of his inheritance,” says the Lord. 3 “Wail, O Heshbon, for Ai is plundered! Cry, you daughters of Rabbah, Gird yourselves with sackcloth!
Lament and run to and fro by the walls; For Milcom shall go into captivity With his priests and his princes together. 4 Why do you boast in the valleys, Your flowing valley, O backsliding daughter? Who trusted in her treasures, saying, ‘Who will come against me?’ 5 Behold, I will bring fear upon you,” Says the Lord God of hosts, “From all those who are around you; You shall be driven out, everyone headlong, And no one will gather those who wander off. 6 But afterward I will bring back The captives of the people of Ammon,” says the Lord. Judgment on Edom 7 Against Edom. Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Is wisdom no more in Teman? Has counsel perished from the prudent? Has their wisdom vanished? 8 Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths, O inhabitants of Dedan! For I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, The time that I will punish him. 9 If grape-gatherers came to you, Would they not leave some gleaning grapes? If thieves by night, Would they not destroy until they have enough? 10 But I have made Esau bare; I have uncovered his secret places, And he shall not be able to hide himself. His descendants are plundered, His brethren and his neighbors, And he is no more. 11 Leave your fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; And let your widows trust in Me.” 12 For thus says the Lord: “Behold, those whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunk. And are you the one who will altogether go unpunished? You shall not go unpunished, but you shall surely drink of it. 13 For I have sworn by Myself,” says the Lord, “that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse. And all its cities shall be perpetual wastes.” 14 I have heard a message from the Lord, And an ambassador has been sent to the nations: “Gather together, come against her, And rise up to battle! 15 “For indeed, I will make you small among nations, Despised among men. 16 Your fierceness has deceived you, The pride of your heart, O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Who hold the height of the hill! Though you make your nest as high as the eagle, I will bring you down from there,” says the Lord. 17 “Edom also shall be an astonishment; Everyone who goes by it will be astonished
And will hiss at all its plagues. 18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah And their neighbors,” says the Lord, “No one shall remain there, Nor shall a son of man dwell in it.
19 “Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the floodplain of the Jordan Against the dwelling place of the strong; But I will suddenly make him run away from her. And who is a chosen man that I may appoint over her? For who is like Me? Who will arraign Me? And who is that shepherd Who will withstand Me?” 20 Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord that He has taken against Edom, And His purposes that He has proposed against the inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out; Surely He shall make their dwelling places desolate with them. 21 The earth shakes at the noise of their fall; At the cry its noise is heard at the Red Sea. 22 Behold, He shall come up and fly like the eagle, And spread His wings over Bozrah; The heart of the mighty men of Edom in that day shall be Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs.
	We’re back with Jeremiah tonight, as God now focuses His judgements on the Ammonites and Edomites. Last time, we were looking at the Moabites. One thing to recall is that the Moabites and the Ammonites are both descendants of Lot. We recall the story over in Genesis 19. Like the Moabites, the Ammonites have despised and derided Israel and Judah and contributed to their suffering. God avenges His servants.
	Verse 1 Against the Ammonites. Thus says the Lord: “Has Israel no sons? Has he no heir? Why then does Milcom inherit GAD, And his people dwell in its cities? The Ammonites took possession of the land of Gad, one of the twelve tribes, and occupied it. This land contained Gilead. Milcom is an idol, similar to Chemosh for the Moabites. Assyria led this land into captivity when it was in the possession of Israel, so the Ammonites likely seized the opportunity and took possession of the land of Gad. God did not dispossess Israel so the Ammonites could benefit. Israel is still the rightful owner.
	Verse 2 Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I will cause to be heard an alarm of war In Rabbah of the Ammonites; It shall be a desolate mound, And her villages shall be burned with fire. Then Israel shall take possession of his inheritance,” says the Lord. Rabbah is the main city in Ammon. That city and the villages surrounding will be burned with fire and made desolate. Israel will retake possession of the land, as the rightful heir. God will restore His promised land to the children of Israel.
	Verse 3 Wail, O Heshbon, for Ai is plundered! Cry, you daughters of Rabbah, Gird yourselves with sackcloth! Lament and run to and fro by the walls; For Milcom shall go into captivity With his priests and his princes together. Wail and lament the destruction of the cities. Run to and fro, and try to hide in the hedges and thickets. This may represent enclosures and high fences, using the Hebrew. The people will run to and fro in fear and terror, looking for a place to hide, knowing the enemy is near. For Milcom, their most trusted false god, will be taken into captivity and shown to be powerless, just like Chemosh before.
	Verses 4-6 Why do you boast in the valleys, Your flowing valley, O backsliding daughter? Who trusted in her treasures, saying, ‘Who will come against me?’ 5 Behold, I will bring fear upon you,” Says the Lord God of hosts, “From all those who are around you; You shall be driven out, everyone headlong, And no one will gather those who wander off. 6 But afterward I will bring back The captives of the people of Ammon,” says the Lord. Why do you boast in the valleys – Ammon has become proud of the abundance of all things, rich farmland and many possessions. We give all glory to God for blessings. We don’t trust in our own understanding and might. Behold, I will bring fear upon you – God brings terror and weakens the courage of the people He judges. We pray Strengthen me Lord and give me courage. You shall be driven out, everyone headlong – The people will flee and not dare to look back, for fear the enemy is right behind. No one will provide shelter for those fleeing, for fear the enemy may take them as well. But afterward I will bring back The captives of the people of Ammon – Similar to Moab, Ammon returned, but never to the might and power it once possessed. 
Verse 7 Against Edom. Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Is wisdom no more in Teman? Has counsel perished from the prudent? Has their wisdom vanished? The scripture now turns to Edom, the descendants of Esau. Teman was famous for wisdom and philosophy. Recall that Eliphaz was a Temanite in the Book of Job. God is saying that wisdom is not to be found there. The Temanites were descendants of Teman, one of Esau’s grandsons. God takes wisdom and discernment from people He has caused calamity to come upon. This makes sense, as God is the only source of Wisdom.
Verse 8 Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths, O inhabitants of Dedan! For I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, The time that I will punish him. Instead of hiding in the caves like Moab, or hiding in hedges like Ammon, Edom is to flee deep into the desert and hide there. The people of Dedan, descendants of Abraham, are living among the Edomites. They will endure the same calamity. 
Verses 9-10 If grape-gatherers came to you, Would they not leave some gleaning grapes? If thieves by night, Would they not destroy until they have enough? 10 But I have made Esau bare; I have uncovered his secret places, And he shall not be able to hide himself. His descendants are plundered, His brethren and his neighbors, And he is no more. If grape-gatherers came to you – Not every grape is picked, not every bit of grain is taken from the field. Gleanings are left behind. But I have made Esau bare – Not so with the destruction that God will bring. Only a scarce remnant will remain. Secret places and hiding places will be uncovered and revealed. There will be no place to hide himself or his possessions. He will be utterly ruined and no descendants will remain. Edom will cease to exist as a nation. 
Verse 11 Leave your fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; And let your widows trust in Me. The widows and the orphans will be taken in by others, perhaps even the conquerors. This is a picture of great mercy from God. His promise to care for the widows and orphans.
Verses 12-13 For thus says the Lord: “Behold, those whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunk. And are you the one who will altogether go unpunished? You shall not go unpunished, but you shall surely drink of it. 13 For I have sworn by Myself,” says the Lord, “that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse. And all its cities shall be perpetual wastes.” Behold, those whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunk – The cup of God’s wrath. Sometimes, even God’s chosen endure suffering on account of the evil of the land. He is merciful, but that does not exclude us from suffering. If the nation is judged, those in the nation suffer the calamity. And are you the one who will altogether go unpunished? – God now asks – Is Edom a righteous nation and deserves exemption? The answer is obviously no. For I have sworn by Myself – God now confirms that He has promised destruction. Bozrah, one of the chief cities of Edom, here represents the whole nation of Edom. All cities will be in ruin. 
Verses 14-16 I have heard a message from the Lord, And an ambassador has been sent to the nations: “Gather together, come against her, And rise up to battle! 15 “For indeed, I will make you small among nations, Despised among men. 16 Your fierceness has deceived you, The pride of your heart, O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Who hold the height of the hill! Though you make your nest as high as the eagle, I will bring you down from there,” says the Lord. I have heard a message from the Lord – In the Book of Obadiah, Obadiah begins with almost identical words. Prophets have been sent to heathens. The prophets represent God before a rebellious nation. God stirs up armies and inspires nation to rise against nation. True then and true now. For indeed, I will make you small among nations- Edom will be ruined and made a contempt among the nations. Your fierceness has deceived you – Once you looked mighty and unconquerable, and you deceive yourself to believe that you still are. The enemies will take advantage of your arrogance and pride. O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock – Edom is a mountainous country. The inhabitants were known to dig in the hills and hide in caves during invasion, but going to the highest places, even where eagles make a nest, will not save you from what is to come. 
Verses 17-19 Edom also shall be an astonishment; Everyone who goes by it will be astonished And will hiss at all its plagues. 18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah And their neighbors,” says the Lord, “No one shall remain there, Nor shall a son of man dwell in it.
19 “Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the floodplain of the Jordan Against the dwelling place of the strong; But I will suddenly make him run away from her. And who is a chosen man that I may appoint over her? For who is like Me? Who will arraign Me? And who is that shepherd Who will withstand Me? Edom also shall be an astonishment – People will hiss and shake their heads when passing through the ruined country. As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah – This was a way of saying the destruction will be complete and utter. Behold, he shall come up like a lion – Nebuchadnezzar will come up as a lion and attack. Lions were known to come near to cities when the Jordan flooded in that area. They were very dangerous to the people. Against the dwelling place of the strong - strongholds will fall. The lion, Babylon, will suddenly attack. And who is a chosen man that I may appoint over her? – God appoints Nebuchadnezzar and his representative Nebuzaradan as the conquerors. For who is like Me? – No one but God can prepare armies and raise up nations to execute His judgement. No one can challenge God. No one can accuse Him of unrighteousness. God has appointed Babylon and no one will be able to withstand. 
	Verses 20-22 Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord that He has taken against Edom, And His purposes that He has proposed against the inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out; Surely He shall make their dwelling places desolate with them. 21 The earth shakes at the noise of their fall; At the cry its noise is heard at the Red Sea. 22 Behold, He shall come up and fly like the eagle, And spread His wings over Bozrah; The heart of the mighty men of Edom in that day shall be Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs. Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord – Let Edom hear what God has ordained. Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out – Surely the lowest soldier in the Chaldean army will possess more courage and strength than the mightiest Edomite. The Edomites will be drawn in a hopeless battle and taken into captivity. The earth shakes at the noise of their fall – Neighboring countries will be shocked at how the Edomites fall. Edom’s borders reached the Red Sea. Behold, He shall come up and fly like the eagle – with the suddenness and fierceness of an attacking eagle, so the Babylonians will come upon the Edomites and conquer them. Nations in the area will be astonished.
	And so we leave Jeremiah again tonight. Moab has fallen. Ammon has fallen. Edom has fallen. God is judging the nations. We know that in the end times, Jesus will judge all nations. Matthew 25:31-32 When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. Every knee shall bow. Every tongue will confess. Our God is on the move even now. He’s dividing the sheep from the goats. Let us be about the work of teaching all nations of Jesus Christ, before it is everlasting too late.
