Jeremiah 48:11-47 Moab has been at ease from his youth; He has settled on his dregs, And has not been emptied from vessel to vessel, Nor has he gone into captivity. Therefore his taste remained in him, And his scent has not changed. 12 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I shall send him wine-workers Who will tip him over And empty his vessels And break the bottles. 13 Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, As the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel, their confidence. 14 “How can you say, ‘We are mighty And strong men for the war’? 15 Moab is plundered and gone up from her cities; Her chosen young men have gone down to the slaughter,” says the King, Whose name is the Lord of hosts. 16 “The calamity of Moab is near at hand, And his affliction comes quickly. 17 Bemoan him, all you who are around him; And all you who know his name, Say, ‘How the strong staff is broken, The beautiful rod!’ 18 “O daughter inhabiting Dibon, Come down from your glory, And sit in thirst; For the plunderer of Moab has come against you, He has destroyed your strongholds. 19 O inhabitant of Aroer, Stand by the way and watch; Ask him who flees And her who escapes; Say, ‘What has happened?’ 20 Moab is shamed, for he is broken down. Wail and cry! Tell it in Arnon, that Moab is plundered. 21 “And judgment has come on the plain country: On Holon and Jahzah and Mephaath, 22 On Dibon and Nebo and Beth Diblathaim, 23 On Kirjathaim and Beth Gamul and Beth Meon, 24 On Kerioth and Bozrah, On all the cities of the land of Moab, Far or near. 25 The horn of Moab is cut off, And his arm is broken,” says the Lord. 26 “Make him drunk, Because he exalted himself against the Lord. Moab shall wallow in his vomit, And he shall also be in derision. 27 For was not Israel a derision to you? Was he found among thieves? For whenever you speak of him, You shake your head in scorn. 28 You who dwell in Moab, Leave the cities and dwell in the rock, And be like the dove which makes her nest In the sides of the cave’s mouth. 29 “We have heard the pride of Moab (He is exceedingly proud), Of his loftiness and arrogance and pride, And of the haughtiness of his heart.” 30 “I know his wrath,” says the Lord, “But it is not right; His lies have made nothing right. 31 Therefore I will wail for Moab, And I will cry out for all Moab; I will mourn for the men of Kir Heres. 32 O vine of Sibmah! I will weep for you with the weeping of Jazer. Your plants have gone over the sea, They reach to the sea of Jazer. The plunderer has fallen on your summer fruit and your vintage. 33 Joy and gladness are taken From the plentiful field And from the land of Moab; I have caused wine to fail from the winepresses; No one will tread with joyous shouting - Not joyous shouting! 34 “From the cry of Heshbon to Elealeh and to Jahaz They have uttered their voice, From Zoar to Horonaim, Like a three-year-old heifer; For the waters of Nimrim also shall be desolate. 35 “Moreover,” says the Lord, “I will cause to cease in Moab The one who offers sacrifices in the high places And burns incense to his gods. 36 Therefore My heart shall wail like flutes for Moab, And like flutes My heart shall wail For the men of Kir Heres. Therefore the riches they have acquired have perished. 37 “For every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped; On all the hands shall be cuts, and on the loins sackcloth - 38 A general lamentation On all the housetops of Moab, And in its streets; For I have broken Moab like a vessel in which is no pleasure,” says the Lord. 39 “They shall wail: ‘How she is broken down! How Moab has turned her back with shame!’ So Moab shall be a derision And a dismay to all those about her.” 40 For thus says the Lord: “Behold, one shall fly like an eagle, And spread his wings over Moab. 41 Kerioth is taken, And the strongholds are surprised; The mighty men’s hearts in Moab on that day shall be Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs. 42 And Moab shall be destroyed as a people, Because he exalted himself against the Lord. 43 Fear and the pit and the snare shall be upon you, O inhabitant of Moab,” says the Lord. 44 “He who flees from the fear shall fall into the pit, And he who gets out of the pit shall be caught in the snare. For upon Moab, upon it I will bring The year of their punishment,” says the Lord. 45 “Those who fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon Because of exhaustion. But a fire shall come out of Heshbon, A flame from the midst of Sihon, And shall devour the brow of Moab, The crown of the head of the sons of tumult. 46 Woe to you, O Moab! The people of Chemosh perish; For your sons have been taken captive, And your daughters captive. 47 “Yet I will bring back the captives of Moab In the latter days,” says the Lord. Thus far is the judgment of Moab.
	When we were last with Jeremiah, we studied the start of God’s judgement on the nations that mistreated Israel. God used nations to discipline Israel and Judah, but these nations went overboard and beyond what God ordained. Now each faces judgement from the God of all nations. 
	Verses 11-12 Moab has been at ease from his youth; He has settled on his dregs, And has not been emptied from vessel to vessel, Nor has he gone into captivity. Therefore his taste remained in him, And his scent has not changed. 12 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I shall send him wine-workers Who will tip him over And empty his vessels And break the bottles. Moab has been at ease from his youth -The Chaldee language has the idea of Moab has been spoiled and rich from his youth. Moab enjoyed peace with surrounding neighbors stronger than they. Since the time of Shalmaneser of Assyria, Moab has enjoyed peace and prosperity. Forty years or more. Moab here is compared with vessels of wine. Aging wine preserves it’s strength and flavor. Wine moved vessel to vessel and exposed to air will lose quality. Moab, because it has been given peace and prosperity, has increased in pride and insolence. Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I shall send him wine-workers – Soldiers from a foreign country, namely the Chaldeans, will invade the country and carry off the wealthy and prosperous. God will use the Chaldeans to “tip over” the vessels and empty them out. They will break the bottles.
	Verses 13-17 Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, As the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel, their confidence. 14 “How can you say, ‘We are mighty And strong men for the war’?
15 Moab is plundered and gone up from her cities; Her chosen young men have gone down to the slaughter,” says the King, Whose name is the Lord of hosts. 16 “The calamity of Moab is near at hand, And his affliction comes quickly. 17 Bemoan him, all you who are around him; And all you who know his name, Say, ‘How the strong staff is broken, The beautiful rod!’ Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh – Chemosh is the main idol worshipped in Moab. It is a false idol of war, and is associated with child sacrifice. The Moabites are disappointed and ashamed. Their false god will be proven false. How will Moab claim to be mighty when they have been conquered so easily? Moab is plundered and gone up from her cities – Moab is conquered and plundered by the Babylonians. Moab trusted in cities situated on high places and has now been conquered. Bemoan him, all you who are around him – bemoan Moab and Chemosh for the calamities. Wail over how great his fall. How the strong staff is broken – A staff is an emblem of authority. Moab, the strong staff, or country, is broken and will be oppressed by Babylon.
	Verses 18-25 O daughter inhabiting Dibon, Come down from your glory, And sit in thirst; For the plunderer of Moab has come against you, He has destroyed your strongholds. 19 O inhabitant of Aroer, Stand by the way and watch; Ask him who flees And her who escapes; Say, ‘What has happened?’ 20 Moab is shamed, for he is broken down. Wail and cry! Tell it in Arnon, that Moab is plundered. 21 “And judgment has come on the plain country: On Holon and Jahzah and Mephaath, 22 On Dibon and Nebo and Beth Diblathaim, 23 On Kirjathaim and Beth Gamul and Beth Meon, 24 On Kerioth and Bozrah, On all the cities of the land of Moab, Far or near. 25 The horn of Moab is cut off, And his arm is broken,” says the Lord. O daughter inhabiting Dibon — Both men and women who have become soft and effeminate because of the softness and luxury of life who inhabit the city of Dibon, Come down from your glory – These will come to want and suffering. They will thirst for the former glory they enjoyed. O inhabitant of Aroer – Aroer is a town on the border of Moab. Stand by the way and watch – The people of Moab are told to stand and be hypervigilant. Watch every single movement for the coming invasion. Be very concerned and have great fear. Wail and cry – Lamentations and wailing will be warranted when the Chaldeans come. Judgment has come on the plain country – Like the high cities and places, people in the low country will suffer the same fate. All the cities of Moab will suffer. The horn of Moab is cut off, And his arm is broken – The power and authority of Moab is stripped away. Moab’s strength is exhausted. Chemosh is destroyed. 
	Verses 26-27 Make him drunk, Because he exalted himself against the Lord. Moab shall wallow in his vomit, And he shall also be in derision. 27 For was not Israel a derision to you? Was he found among thieves? For whenever you speak of him, You shake your head in scorn. 
Make him drunk – Moab will be drunk on the judgement of God – drunk from the calamities. Moab shall wallow – God will send these calamities and, as a drunken man found wallowing in his own sickness is laughed at by others, so Moab will be wallowing in these judgements. For was not Israel a derision to you? – Moab laughed and derided Israel and Judah in their calamities. Was he found among thieves? – Though Judah had sinned against God, they had not done anything to the Moabites. The Moabites treated Israel and Judah despitefully and with contempt, though the Jews had done nothing to earn this treatment. The Moabites were joyful at the calamities of the Jewish people. Because of this, Moab will be carried away captive. The same scorn they treated God’s people with they will suffer at the hands of the Chaldeans. 
	Verse 28 You who dwell in Moab, Leave the cities and dwell in the rock, And be like the dove which makes her nest In the sides of the cave’s mouth. The walls of cities will not be sufficient to protect the people. Instead, dwell and hide in the rocks and caverns.  Hide in the places where the doves build. High up and in the hollows of the hills will be safer than the cities.
	Verses 29-30 We have heard the pride of Moab (He is exceedingly proud), Of his loftiness and arrogance and pride, And of the haughtiness of his heart.” 30 “I know his wrath,” says the Lord, “But it is not right; His lies have made nothing right. We have heard the pride of Moab – Pride, loftiness, arrogance, haughtiness – all of these are used here to demonstrate the great arrogance and pride of Moab! Moab was a very proud nation. I know his wrath – Moab will not be able to execute his wrath. His fear and hate will be greater than his actual power. His lies have made nothing right – Moab has believed his own lies of power and authority. Now, he can’t effect any outcome other than to be conquered. 
	Verses 31-33 Therefore I will wail for Moab, And I will cry out for all Moab; I will mourn for the men of Kir Heres. 32 O vine of Sibmah! I will weep for you with the weeping of Jazer. Your plants have gone over the sea, They reach to the sea of Jazer. The plunderer has fallen on your summer fruit and your vintage. 33 Joy and gladness are taken From the plentiful field And from the land of Moab; I have caused wine to fail from the winepresses; No one will tread with joyous shouting - Not joyous shouting! Therefore I will wail for Moab, And I will cry out for all Moab – I will cry and wail and lament for Moab, the whole country and the men of Kirheres. Kirheres was a fortified city that served as the capital of Moab at one point. It was known as the city of pottery, as this was its main industry. The mighty men will be wailed for. O vine of Sibmah – Sibmah was known for its wine and vineyards. Places like Jazer depended on them for wine and would lament the loss of Sibmah. Your plants have gone over the sea – These plants are abundant and are planted in many places. They are well known and celebrated.  Joy and gladness are taken From the plentiful field And from the land of Moab – when gathering and harvesting, this is usually a time of great joy. But, due to the invasion and war, there will be no such time as this. The enemy will destroy their crop and carry away plunder of wine. No one will tread with joyous shouting – There will be no treading because there will be no grapes left. There will be no celebration or joy in Moab. 
	Verses 34-39 From the cry of Heshbon to Elealeh and to Jahaz They have uttered their voice, From Zoar to Horonaim, Like a three-year-old heifer; For the waters of Nimrim also shall be desolate. 35 “Moreover,” says the Lord, “I will cause to cease in Moab The one who offers sacrifices in the high places And burns incense to his gods. 36 Therefore My heart shall wail like flutes for Moab, And like flutes My heart shall wail For the men of Kir Heres. Therefore the riches they have acquired have perished. 37 “For every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped; On all the hands shall be cuts, and on the loins sackcloth 38 A general lamentation On all the housetops of Moab, And in its streets; For I have broken Moab like a vessel in which is no pleasure,” says the Lord. 39 “They shall wail: ‘How she is broken down! How Moab has turned her back with shame!’ So Moab shall be a derision And a dismay to all those about her.”
From the cry of Heshbon to Elealeh and to Jahaz – the cry of Heshbon was heard all the way to Elealeh, Jarez, Zoar, and Horonaim. Like a three-year-old heifer – The lament and wailing travels from city to city until the whole country is moaning and lowing like a cow in search of her calf that has been taken from her. I will cause to cease in Moab The one who offers sacrifices – The afflictions and mourning will be so great that sacrifice will stop, heads will be shaved, wailing will sound like a shrill flute, sackcloth will be worn, cuts will be made in flesh. These are all signs of mourning and signifies the greatness of this calamity. For I have broken Moab like a vessel  As pottery is broken when it is not fit for being sold and pitched into a pile of broken earthen ware, so Moab will be broken and discarded without a second thought. They shall wail: ‘How she is broken down – They will wail – how broken, how broken, she is fully and well broken when referring to Moab.
	Verses 40-44 For thus says the Lord: “Behold, one shall fly like an eagle, And spread his wings over Moab. 41 Kerioth is taken, And the strongholds are surprised; The mighty men’s hearts in Moab on that day shall be Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs. 42 And Moab shall be destroyed as a people, Because he exalted himself against the Lord. 43 Fear and the pit and the snare shall be upon you, O inhabitant of Moab,” says the Lord. 44 “He who flees from the fear shall fall into the pit, And he who gets out of the pit shall be caught in the snare. For upon Moab, upon it I will bring The year of their punishment,” says the Lord. Behold, one shall fly like an eagle – Like a bird of prey, Babylon will sweep in and conquer Moab. The mighty men’s hearts in Moab on that day shall be Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs – The mighty military men, the bravest, will be dismayed at the evil that sweeps in. They shall lose their courage and resolve. And Moab shall be destroyed as a people – Moab will cease to exist as a sovereign people and nation. Fear and the pit and the snare shall be upon you – The defeat will be complete. These words reflect closely those found in Isaiah 24:17-18.
	Verses 45-46 Those who fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon Because of exhaustion. But a fire shall come out of Heshbon, A flame from the midst of Sihon, And shall devour the brow of Moab, The crown of the head of the sons of tumult. 46 Woe to you, O Moab! The people of Chemosh perish; For your sons have been taken captive, And your daughters captive. 
Those who fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon – They who fled the armies in fear sought shelter in Heshbon, thinking to withstand the enemy due to the high and thick walls. But a fire shall come out of Heshbon, A flame from the midst of Sihon Heshbon and Sihon are the same city. Once the city of Heshbon is captured, the enemy will spread like a fire to the rest of Moab. And shall devour the brow of Moab, The crown of the head of the sons of tumult – From brow or the outer most borders inward, all of Moab will be consumed. The nobility and the highest of society, or the crown sitting on the head of the arrogant and proud. Woe to you, O Moab! The people of Chemosh perish – Woe to you Moab and the people of Chemosh. They are known by their god, as the People of God, the Jews, are known by God’s name. 
	Verse 47 Yet I will bring back the captives of Moab In the latter days,” says the Lord. Thus far is the judgment of Moab. Josephus reveals that the Moabites did come back to their country, but were never again prosperous as before.
	And so we leave Jeremiah tonight. God has pronounced judgement on Moab and the judgement is done, just as He said it would be. Babylon swept in and conquered the nation, plundering the riches. Moab was never the same. But they, like all Gentile nations, are given the opportunity to find Salvation in Jesus. In Chapter 49, we will continue to see nation after nation judged. God is the God of all the nations. As we move through, we remember that God’s plan is to bring all people to a relationship with Him through Jesus. We are told to go and baptize and teach all nations. God is using calamity to teach then and He uses it now. How are we listening? 
