Genesis 12:1 Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family
And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you.
	Starting last Wednesday, what is known as Ash Wednesday, we started a time of repentance, focus, and obedience, as we make our way toward April 5th and remembrance of the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In the Christmas season, we observe Advent to prepare our hearts for the celebration of our Savior’s birth. For the next six weeks, let’s prepare our hearts for Resurrection Sunday and all that Christ’s death and resurrection means to us.
	In our scripture this morning, we start Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s house.” Abram, soon to be renamed Abraham, is living in the land of Haran with his wife Sarai, soon to be renamed Sarah. Lot and Terah and others are there. And God calls. Abram obeys in Faith. Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. Get out of your country, what you have known, where you have found your comfort and ease, and go! We know Abraham is 75 when he leaves Haran. Sarah is 65. God said get up and go and they went, in obedience, by faith, not knowing the destination but being confident in the Divine calling. 
	2 Corinthians 5:7 says - For we walk by faith, not by sight. When our faith becomes sight, it is no longer faith. We walk in obedience before God Whom we trust. During these next few weeks, let’s examine our obedience before the Lord. Do we trust as long as we can see? Do we walk in calling or only in clarity? God calls us to walk, even when the destination is not clear, the path is not known, and the end is not in sight. He says Go. Are we willing to forsake the familiar to serve the Lord? Jesus is quite clear in Luke 14:26-27 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.” The word hate here has the idea of love less – Jesus is saying that He must be first in our lives – We must love Him more than father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, and even our own life… we must love Him more than the familiar… or we cannot truly call ourselves His disciples, meaning a student and follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.
	Why did God call Abram away from the familiar? In Joshua 24:2, we learn that Terah, Abraham’s father, served other gods. God called Abram forward into a closer and purer walk with Him. This echoes Luke 14 – leave the familiar and come into a closer walk with God.
	Did God give Abram a map, a timeline, and say – come follow Me? No. Look at the last of our verse - To a land that I will show you. Some might say this required blind faith – I would say no… It required a refocused faith, away from the familiar and fully on the Father. Genesis 12:4 says in part – so Abram departed. 
	And during this time of preparation for the Resurrection, a time of repentance and greater obedience, a focus more fully on the Father, we reject the familiar, the ease, the objects that so easily entice and entrap us. We step forward in Faith with a hardy Yes, not knowing where we are going, but fully trusting in Who we are going with.
	Genesis 12:8 tells us that Abram - moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. Well, this place sounds very familiar to us. God promises that this will be the Promised Land and that Abram’s descendants will possess this land. But God doesn’t say when does He? No. He expects us to faithfully believe that, when He makes a promise, He will keep the promise. It may not be in our lifetime, but He will be faithful to our bloodline. His Word will not return void. 
	Jacob, Abram’s grandson, traveled from Haran to Bethel and eventually to Egypt, just as Abram had done. God repeated His promise to Jacob and renamed him Israel at Bethel.
	Now, come with me 400 years into the future and we land in Joshua 7:2 – see if any of this sounds like the promise that the land God showed Abraham is getting ready to be possessed by the descendants of Abraham and Jacob - Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, “Go up and spy out the country.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. East of Bethel, west of Ai. 
	For the next six weeks, let’s set our focus less on the familiar and more on the Father. Let’s depend less on our planning and more on His Promise. Faith is not reading the map, but walking with the Master. Let’s prepare our heart in repentance and expectation, for our precious Savior, praising Him for His Resurrection, and watching in Hope for His triumphant return.
