1 Corinthians 13:13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
	It’s easy to forget, when reading the Books of the Bible that the Apostle Paul penned, that these were letters. We can, if we are not careful, read as though one chapter is separate from the other – as though 1 Corinthians is 16 letters, rather than one letter divided into 16 chapters. In chapter 12, we read of gifts – Paul calls them a diversity of gifts, but reminds us that there is only one Spirit. All gifts flow from one Spirit – the Holy Spirit. In this one Spirit, we are the church united first and members individually second. If we were a Lego set, each of us would be a little interlocking piece of plastic, dangerous to feet in the middle of the night, until we are interlocked with others into a beautiful creation called the church – the Body of Christ.
	In chapter 12, Paul names gifts: Apostle, prophet, teacher, miracles, healings, helps, administration, tongues… all of these flow toward the greatest gift of all: Love. Not just any love – this is agape love. Pure love. Willful love. Sacrificial love. The greatest love of all is not what Whitney Houston wanted us to believe – it is not learning to love yourself. It is loving as God and loving others as God loves us. 
	Our verse this morning - And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. Love is the greatest of even these three. But what does this love look like? Is it a construction paper Valentine heart taped to a window? Is it a Whitman’s sampler and a dozen roses? No. The love we’re speaking of is Agapao love – covenant keeping love – selfless and sacrificial – the love that shows up even when we don’t deserve it. Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 1 John 4:9-10 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. God loves us so much that He doesn’t wait for us to get our act together, to straighten up and fly right, before He loves us. He loves us with an unending and everlasting love.
	So, we are likewise, as Christ’s Body, to love one another – how? As God loves us – sacrificially, selflessly, willfully, with intention. We are to bear all things, believe all things, hope all things, and endure all things.1 John 3:16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 1 John 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
	The story is told of the first Valentine - When the Roman authorities outlawed weddings, St Valentine defied the law and continued to marry, even under the threat of death. As a result, he was imprisoned and sentenced to die. While imprisoned, he helped the jailer’s blind daughter with lessons. Just before execution, legend has it that he wrote her a note encouraging her to maintain her studies and to stay close to Jesus. Thus, this became the first Valentine’s Day card. He loved his jailer and his jailer’s daughter, though he was a death row prisoner. I’d love to tell you that this led to him being released and living happily ever after in a little cottage by a stream, but he was executed. He loved willfully, intentionally, purposefully. He loved, not just in word or money, but up close and personal. He loved when it was hard, unpleasant, inconvenient. He, in other words, loved as God loves us.
	This week, let’s look at how we are loving? How are we serving? Construction paper hearts, hanging on backlit windows – waiting to be seen and appreciated. Christ’s love kneels in a prayer closets, serves in unseen places, sits in silence comforting the hurting – weeping with those who weep. God gives many gifts – speaking, teaching, helping, giving, but they are all hollow, a clanging cymbal, a sounding brass, all something for the world to see, unless we have the greatest gift - love – not convenient love… not returned love… not appreciated love… but willful, purposeful, sacrificial, intentional love – honoring God by loving one another. And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

