Jeremiah 47 The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Philistines, before Pharaoh attacked Gaza. 2 Thus says the Lord: “Behold, waters rise out of the north,
And shall be an overflowing flood; They shall overflow the land and all that is in it, The city and those who dwell within; Then the men shall cry, And all the inhabitants of the land shall wail. 3 At the noise of the stamping hooves of his strong horses, At the rushing of his chariots,
At the rumbling of his wheels, The fathers will not look back for their children, Lacking courage, 4 Because of the day that comes to plunder all the Philistines, To cut off from Tyre and Sidon every helper who remains; For the Lord shall plunder the Philistines, The remnant of the country of Caphtor. 5 Baldness has come upon Gaza, Ashkelon is cut off With the remnant of their valley. How long will you cut yourself? 6 “O you sword of the Lord, How long until you are quiet? Put yourself up into your scabbard, Rest and be still! 7 How can it be quiet, Seeing the Lord has given it a charge Against Ashkelon and against the seashore?
There He has appointed it.”
	We’re back with Jeremiah tonight, as God pronounces judgement on Philistia. We recall that the Philistines have played a role in the oppression of Israel and Judah for a very long time. They were around for approximately 600 years from 1200 BC until 604 BC, when Nebuchadnezzar and the Chaldeans conquered their cities and made an end to them. This allows us to clearly place these pronouncements in the 609 - 605 BC timeframe, which fits with the studies of the previous chapters. Tonight, we will start with Chapter 47 and we will do part of Chapter 48. 
	Verse 1 says The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Philistines, before Pharaoh attacked Gaza. Pharoah attacked the city of Tyre and besieged it. He also lay siege to Sidon. The attack on Gaza is likely a recounting of Pharoah Necho, as he subdued the countryside after his victory at Megiddo. Jeremiah is again being given a prophecy that is forward looking. This one is likely given to him around 609 BC. 
Verses 2-3 Thus says the Lord: “Behold, waters rise out of the north, And shall be an overflowing flood; They shall overflow the land and all that is in it, The city and those who dwell within; Then the men shall cry, And all the inhabitants of the land shall wail. 3 At the noise of the stamping hooves of his strong horses, At the rushing of his chariots, At the rumbling of his wheels, The fathers will not look back for their children, Lacking courage. Behold, waters rise out of the north – The Bible often uses the term waters to represent a great swarm or a nation invading. It is a representation of threat. We know the north indicates the coming of the Babylonians and Chaldeans with Nebuchadnezzar. His army will sweep in as a flood and overflow the land. Devastation and destruction will be the result. The people will wail at the devastation. At the noise of the stamping hooves of his strong horses – The stamping of hooves, the rushing of chariots, the rumbling of wheels is meant to represent a continuous coming and motion. The army starts coming and doesn’t seem to stop. It is relentless and always forward, never backing up, unstoppable. The fathers will not look back for their children, Lacking courage – The fathers of children will not provide for their safety. They desert their children in fear and feebleness. They don’t even know what becomes of their children because the fear of the invading army is so great. 
Verse 4 - Because of the day that comes to plunder all the Philistines, To cut off from Tyre and Sidon every helper who remains; For the Lord shall plunder the Philistines, The remnant of the country of Caphtor. The siege of Tyre lasted for 13 years. It is famous for its length and severity. Sidon is included and suffered the same fate. Caphtor is a settlement of the Philistines. We hear of this settlement in Isaiah, Amos, and Ezekiel. When the army of the Babylonians comes, there will be no one to help. God will allow the plunder and destruction. No one will be able to stand. 
Verse 5 Baldness has come upon Gaza, Ashkelon is cut off With the remnant of their valley. How long will you cut yourself? It is a practice in those times for men to shave their head and beard as an expression of grief, thus the baldness referred to here. They also will make small cuts in the skin causing themselves to bleed. This too is a demonstration of great grief. They fall into silence in shock and astonishment at what they are witnessing. Gaza and Ashkelon are about twelve miles from one another. They are located in a very beautiful and fertile valley. A description given in an ancient manuscript called Sandy’s travels reads - We passed this day through the most pregnant and pleasant valley that ever eye beheld. On the right hand a ridge of high mountains; (whereon stands Hebron;) on the left hand the Mediterranean sea; bordered with continued hills, beset with variety of fruits. The champaign between, about twenty miles over, full of flowery hills, ascending leisurely, and not much surmounting their ranker valleys; with groves of olives, and other fruits, dispersedly adorned. This wealthy bottom (as are all the rest) was, for the most part, uninhabited, but only for a few small and contemptible villages. It is in a state of desolation, owing to the oppressions of a barbarous and ill-advised government. But we may easily conceive the populousness that must have prevailed there in its better days, especially if we consider the power which the Philistines once possessed, and the armies they brought into the field; although their country was scarcely forty miles in length, and much longer than it was broad.” In the time of the Philistines, this was a prosperous place, fertile and lovely. Now, it is in a state of devastation. 
Verses 6-7 - “O you sword of the Lord, How long until you are quiet? Put yourself up into your scabbard, Rest and be still! 7 How can it be quiet, Seeing the Lord has given it a charge Against Ashkelon and against the seashore? There He has appointed it.” By the sword of the Lord, calamity, destruction, and great devastation have come. God uses the Babylonians to do His will. He is punishing the enemies of His people. How can it be quiet, Seeing the Lord has given it a charge Against Ashkelon and against the seashore – Jeremiah reiterates that this is by the purpose of God that all of this is happening. Once drawn from the sheath, the sword of God will not return until it has accomplished His will. 
We know that the Philistines, as a people and nation, disappeared from history around 604 BC. 
Now, we will move to chapter 48, verses 1-10 
Jeremiah 48:1-10 Against Moab. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Woe to Nebo! For it is plundered, Kirjathaim is shamed and taken; The high stronghold is shamed and dismayed - 2 No more praise of Moab. In Heshbon they have devised evil against her: ‘Come, and let us cut her off as a nation.’ You also shall be cut down, O Madmen! The sword shall pursue you; 3 A voice of crying shall be from Horonaim: ‘Plundering and great destruction!’ 4 “Moab is destroyed; Her little ones have caused a cry to be heard; 5 For in the Ascent of Luhith they ascend with continual weeping; For in the descent of Horonaim the enemies have heard a cry of destruction. 6 “Flee, save your lives! And be like the juniper in the wilderness. 7 For because you have trusted in your works and your treasures, You also shall be taken. And Chemosh shall go forth into captivity, His priests and his princes together. 8 And the plunderer shall come against every city; No one shall escape. The valley also shall perish, And the plain shall be destroyed, As the Lord has spoken. 9“Give wings to Moab, That she may flee and get away; For her cities shall be desolate, Without any to dwell in them. 10 Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully, And cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood.
	Verse 1 Against Moab. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Woe to Nebo!
For it is plundered, Kirjathaim is shamed and taken; The high stronghold is shamed and dismayed. Against Moab, meaning this is addressed to the Moabites. This would be in the same timeframe as we were just dealing with. Nebuchadnezzar is besieging Tyre, Sidon, and the surrounding nations. The march through this area resembles strongly the earlier route taken by the Assyrians. Kirjathaim is a city of the Moabites, taken from the tribe of Reuben in a war. It is a fortress set on a high hill and is of great strategic value. It was thought to be unconquerable, yet here we find Babylon finding a way, as God accomplishes the impossible through them. 
	Verses 2-6 No more praise of Moab. In Heshbon they have devised evil against her: ‘Come, and let us cut her off as a nation.’ You also shall be cut down, O Madmen! The sword shall pursue you; 3 A voice of crying shall be from Horonaim: ‘Plundering and great destruction!’ 4 “Moab is destroyed; Her little ones have caused a cry to be heard; 5 For in the Ascent of Luhith they ascend with continual weeping; For in the descent of Horonaim the enemies have heard a cry of destruction. 6 “Flee, save your lives! And be like the juniper in the wilderness. No more praise of Moab – Moab will dwell in glory no more. Everything that it is famous for will be destroyed. In Heshbon they have devised evil against her — Heshbon was the capital city of Moab. History holds that the Chaldeans conquered Heshbon first, and then planned the conquest of the rest of the country from there. You also shall be cut down, O Madmen – The people will be brought to silence by the sword. A voice of crying shall be from Horonaim – This is another city in Moab. Cries of horror are heard throughout the country. Her little ones have caused a cry to be heard - Young and old, small and great are caught up in this calamity. Cries from all are heard. None are excluded. For in the Ascent of Luhith - They ascend up to Luhith and descend to Horonaim, not in praise but in tears. They are suffering wherever they go and the enemy hears this. Flee, save your lives! – Flee to the most solitary places. Hide so that no enemy can find. 
	Verses 7-10 For because you have trusted in your works and your treasures, You also shall be taken. And Chemosh shall go forth into captivity, His priests and his princes together. 8 And the plunderer shall come against every city; No one shall escape. The valley also shall perish, And the plain shall be destroyed, As the Lord has spoken. 9 “Give wings to Moab, That she may flee and get away; For her cities shall be desolate, Without any to dwell in them. 10 Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully, And cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood. For because you have trusted in your works and your treasures, You also shall be taken – The worship of idols, the persecution of Israel and Judah, aiding the enemies of God’s people. For these reasons, you will be taken. You have trusted in treasure and might, and will be laid low by God’s judgement. Chemosh shall go forth into captivity – Chemosh was thought to be the mightiest idol and false god in Moab. We find it in Numbers 21. The idol they worship will be destroyed before their eyes. The Chaldeans will plunder everywhere. No one will escape. The valley also shall perish – Those that live in the city and those that live in the countryside will all likewise be conquered and perish. Calamity will come to them all. Give wings to Moab – In order to escape, the people of Moab would need uncommon speed, even to the point of being able to fly. This will not happen. Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully – God uses men as ministers to highlight the sin of the people, yet these men are sinners as well. No one is without sin. God is highlighting that some of those charged to keep the people are themselves captured by unrepented sin. The Chaldeans and Babylonians are the instrument of God’s wrath against the Moabites and other nations, yet they will be judged for their sin as well. They will spare no one and will not be spared in God’s judgement.
	And so we will leave Jeremiah tonight. God is pronouncing judgement on those who are persecuting His people. He called them to His purpose, but they take matters into their own hands and exceed what He called them to do. We must always be discerning when correcting a brother or a sister. We serve at His good pleasure, and in fear and humility of His will. God may give us wisdom and discernment to correct, but we must not begin to think ourselves wise enough to determine God’s will over others. We must never become prideful. God calls us to speak the Truth in Love, knowing that it is only in His providence and by His great and gracious gift that we are saved at all. We must instead be forever grateful for the undeserved love He has extended by His Son Jesus Christ and the Godly Wisdom He has extended by His Holy Spirit. 
