Jeremiah 44:15-30  Then all the men who knew that their wives had burned incense to other gods, with all the women who stood by, a great multitude, and all the people who dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying: 16 “As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the Lord, we will not listen to you! 17 But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food, were well-off, and saw no trouble. 18 But since we stopped burning incense to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have been consumed by the sword and by famine.” 19 The women also said, “And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, did we make cakes for her, to worship her, and pour out drink offerings to her without our husbands’ permission?” 20 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the people - the men, the women, and all the people who had given him that answer - saying: 21 “The incense that you burned in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your kings and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the Lord remember them, and did it not come into His mind? 22 So the Lord could no longer bear it, because of the evil of your doings and because of the abominations which you committed. Therefore your land is a desolation, an astonishment, a curse, and without an inhabitant, as it is this day. 23 Because you have burned incense and because you have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord or walked in His law, in His statutes or in His testimonies, therefore this calamity has happened to you, as at this day.” 24 Moreover Jeremiah said to all the people and to all the women, “Hear the word of the Lord, all Judah who are in the land of Egypt! 25 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: ‘You and your wives have spoken with your mouths and fulfilled with your hands, saying, “We will surely keep our vows that we have made, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her.” You will surely keep your vows and perform your vows!’ 26 Therefore hear the word of the Lord, all Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: ‘Behold, I have sworn by My great name,’ says the Lord, ‘that My name shall no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, “The Lord God lives.” 27 Behold, I will watch over them for adversity and not for good. And all the men of Judah who are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, until there is an end to them. 28 Yet a small number who escape the sword shall return from the land of Egypt to the land of Judah; and all the remnant of Judah, who have gone to the land of Egypt to dwell there, shall know whose words will stand, Mine or theirs. 29 And this shall be a sign to you,’ says the Lord, ‘that I will punish you in this place, that you may know that My words will surely stand against you for adversity.’ 30 “Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies and into the hand of those who seek his life, as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, his enemy who sought his life.’ 
	We’re back with Jeremiah tonight. Last time we were together, he again told the people that God would not bless them in a place that God told them not to go. When people step outside of God’s will and God’s way, we need not wonder where God is… He is working His will and His ways. The question is – how soon can we get back in His will and the shelter of His wings?
	Verse 15 Then all the men who knew that their wives had burned incense to other gods, with all the women who stood by, a great multitude, and all the people who dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying – We talked about Pathros being in upper Egypt and that God has said He will not bless them, but will instead visit them with sword, famine, and pestilence. The men now answer Jeremiah. It appears that the wives have already started imitating the idolatry of Egypt. This is why God had Jeremiah warn repeatedly. 1 Corinthians 15:33 says - Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” Get in the wrong company and the likelihood is that you will descend to their level, not that they will all come up to your level. Bad company corrupts good morals. The Egyptians were known in the ancient world for their idolatry. They performed shameful acts to false gods. The Jews saw worldly riches and thought to worship the false gods, when the Jews already knew the One true God, the only source of true riches. 
Verses 16-19 As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the Lord, we will not listen to you! 17 But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food, were well-off, and saw no trouble. 18 But since we stopped burning incense to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have been consumed by the sword and by famine.” 19 The women also said, “And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, did we make cakes for her, to worship her, and pour out drink offerings to her without our husbands’ permission?” We will not listen to you! Johanan and his army only accused Jeremiah of speaking falsely and denied that God had said, “Do not go to Egypt.” These people acknowledge what Jeremiah has said in the name of the Lord and say in no uncertain terms that they will not listen or obey! Their lust and sin is in full control. The Jews will not comply. They refuse, in full knowledge of their own rebellion. But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth – They are taking a vow to be disobedient to God and obedient to self. They deny the Spirit and will serve the flesh. Jesus said not My but Your will be done. These are saying, “Not Your, but our will be done.”. To burn incense to the queen of heaven – We learned of the worshipping the heavens in chapter 7:18 and also chapter 19:13- The queen of heaven would represent the moon and the stars of heaven. As we have done, we and our fathers – they cite the customs of their fathers, the kings and princes, the prosperity that they had when they slipped into worshipping false gods. They thought the false gods was the source, rather than realizing that they were living in the abundance that God had given. They don’t understand that God is the foundation and the foundation is failing. They attributed success to false gods and not to the Long Suffering of Jehovah. The house built on the sand may still look fine, right up until the fall. But since we stopped burning incense – Never mind that Jeremiah had warned of the oncoming calamity and destruction, calling for repentance before the fall of Jerusalem. The people say – we left off worshipping idols, therefore we have suffered and have lack. Instead of knowing the truth – we left off worshipping the God of all abundance and blessing, therefore we have lack. Minds become deceived and turn to reprobate ways. The women also said, “And when we burned incense – Now, the women speak and admit the sin! We sinned and our husbands knew about it! In the Law of Moses, women were not bound by religious vows if their husbands or fathers did not consent. But of they knew and consented, the wives and women were counted responsible. They, by making this admission, openly bind themselves to the sin. For the men, silence was acceptance. Dissent had to be voiced. These men did not dissent.
Verses 20-23 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the people—the men, the women, and all the people who had given him that answer—saying: 21 “The incense that you burned in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your kings and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the Lord remember them, and did it not come into His mind? 22 So the Lord could no longer bear it, because of the evil of your doings and because of the abominations which you committed. Therefore your land is a desolation, an astonishment, a curse, and without an inhabitant, as it is this day. 23 Because you have burned incense and because you have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord or walked in His law, in His statutes or in His testimonies, therefore this calamity has happened to you, as at this day.” Then Jeremiah said, The incense that you burned – Jeremiah now demonstrates that they interpreted God’s providence incorrectly. The people say – us not burning was the cause of the calamities. Jeremiah corrects them and says, in essence, leaving off was not the cause. Ever doing it in the first place was the cause. Their idolatry and other sins are being punished. God is long suffering but He is not going to suffer their rebellion forever. The sin and abominations became so great that the Lord would no longer bear it. They gloried in sin and God is remembering it all – that of the people, princes, kings, and fathers. All of the sin and refusal to abide by God’s law brought about desolations. This is why the evil happened. Not because they stopped burning incense to false gods.
Verses 24-28 Moreover Jeremiah said to all the people and to all the women, “Hear the word of the Lord, all Judah who are in the land of Egypt! 25 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: ‘You and your wives have spoken with your mouths and fulfilled with your hands, saying, “We will surely keep our vows that we have made, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her.” You will surely keep your vows and perform your vows!’ 26 Therefore hear the word of the Lord, all Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: ‘Behold, I have sworn by My great name,’ says the Lord, ‘that My name shall no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, “The Lord God lives” 27 Behold, I will watch over them for adversity and not for good. And all the men of Judah who are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, until there is an end to them. 28 Yet a small number who escape the sword shall return from the land of Egypt to the land of Judah; and all the remnant of Judah, who have gone to the land of Egypt to dwell there, shall know whose words will stand, Mine or theirs. Hear the word of the Lord, all Judah who are in the land of Egypt – Jeremiah now speaks to all the people, but especially the women. The Hebrew is feminine and denotes the women are fully in focus here. They are leading the charge into this sin of idolatry. The men are principally guilty of silence and allowing it to happen. You have spoken with your mouths. We will surely keep our vows – They have pridefully insisted that they will keep sinning and Jeremiah says – You’re right. You will. You made your bed, now you will lie in it. Therefore hear the word of the Lord – God now makes a vow, a resolution and His will not be changed. Behold, I have sworn by My great name – His vow will stand in opposition to the vow of the people. That My name shall no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah – God will not receive polluted worship from hypocrites and rebellious souls. He will not have His name profaned and He will not allow it to be profaned today. Behold, I will watch over them for adversity and not for good – God will withdraw blessing and allow the evil. Adversity and not prosperity. Loss will be given instead of gain until none are left. Yet a small number who escape the sword – A very small remnant will return to Judah, and we know this is true. The contest between the will of God and the will of sinners is no contest at all. His will will be done.
Verses 29-30  And this shall be a sign to you,’ says the Lord, ‘that I will punish you in this place, that you may know that My words will surely stand against you for adversity.’ 30 “Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies and into the hand of those who seek his life, as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, his enemy who sought his life.’ And this shall be a sign to you – This sign will not be far in the future but will happen immediately. Behold, I will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies – Hophra is also known as Apries in secular writings. His kingdom rebelled and he sent Amasis, his general to put down the rebellion. The people instead seized Amasis and proclaimed him king. Apries was thus deposed as king of all Egypt and only held onto Upper Egypt. This weakened the nation greatly and caused a civil war of sorts. Nebuchadnezzar easily conquered Egypt because of this inner strife and the fact the Amasis agreed to become Nebuchadnezzar’s viceroy and vassal. Apries was defeated and, God gave him literally into the hands of his enemies as he was strangled in his own palace by the followers of Amasis. 
And so we leave Jeremiah tonight. The people have resolved to stay in sin. We can witness and love people, but ultimately, they have to turn from their sin and seek Jesus. We are the Light and Salt. God requires that we witness faithfully. Salvation of only from Him. Each must work out salvation with fear and trembling.
