Jeremiah 45  The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the instruction of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2 “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: 3 ‘You said, “Woe is me now! For the Lord has added grief to my sorrow. I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest.” 4 “Thus you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, what I have built I will break down, and what I have planted I will pluck up, that is, this whole land. 5 And do you seek great things for yourself? Do not seek them; for behold, I will bring adversity on all flesh,” says the Lord. “But I will give your life to you as a prize in all places, wherever you go.” 
	We’re back with Jeremiah tonight, first in chapter 45 and then in the first half of chapter 46. Both chapters occur around 605 BC, which takes us back in time from where we have been. The events we’ve studied with Gedaliah and Ishmael have not occurred. 
	Verses 1-5 of Jeremiah 45 The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the instruction of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2 “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: 3 ‘You said, “Woe is me now! For the Lord has added grief to my sorrow. I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest.” 4 “Thus you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, what I have built I will break down, and what I have planted I will pluck up, that is, this whole land. 5 And do you seek great things for yourself? Do not seek them; for behold, I will bring adversity on all flesh,” says the Lord. “But I will give your life to you as a prize in all places, wherever you go.” This prophecy seems to occur between the time that Jeremiah is having Burach write down all the prophecies that God has given and when the scrolls will be read out loud. We studied that in Jeremiah 36. You said, “Woe is me now! – Baruch knew the troubles of his own life and now, through Jeremiah, he knows the trouble coming to his country and countrymen. This brings great sorrow.  Behold, what I have built I will break down – God will now withdraw His care and providence. Utter calamity is on its way. And do you seek great things for yourself? -Baruch, do not expect to be honored. Do not expect to be exempted. Do not seek them – All will suffer. Do not seek ease and comfort. Instead, stand firm in faith and follow God. All flesh will experience adversity. But I will give your life to you – Baruch’s life will be spared and he will know that God delivered him. He will know it is God’s favor that his life was spared though calamity was all around.
Jeremiah 46:1-12 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the nations. 2 Against Egypt. Concerning the army of Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, which was by the River Euphrates in Carchemish, and which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: 3 “Order the buckler and shield, And draw near to battle! 4 Harness the horses, And mount up, you horsemen! Stand forth with your helmets, Polish the spears, Put on the armor! 5 Why have I seen them dismayed and turned back? Their mighty ones are beaten down; They have speedily fled, And did not look back, For fear was all around,” says the Lord. 6 “Do not let the swift flee away, Nor the mighty man escape; They will stumble and fall Toward the north, by the River Euphrates. 7 “Who is this coming up like a flood, Whose waters move like the rivers? 8 Egypt rises up like a flood, And its waters move like the rivers; And he says, ‘I will go up and cover the earth, I will destroy the city and its inhabitants.’ 9 Come up, O horses, and rage, O chariots! And let the mighty men come forth: The Ethiopians and the Libyans who handle the shield, And the Lydians who handle and bend the bow. 10 For this is the day of the Lord God of hosts, A day of vengeance, That He may avenge Himself on His adversaries. The sword shall devour; It shall be satiated and made drunk with their blood; For the Lord God of hosts has a sacrifice In the north country by the River Euphrates. 11 “Go up to Gilead and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt; In vain you will use many medicines; You shall not be cured. 12 The nations have heard of your shame, And your cry has filled the land; For the mighty man has stumbled against the mighty; They both have fallen together.” Babylonia Will Strike Egypt
	These verses reflect what we learned in Jeremiah 25. Again, the time is set in the reign of Jehoiakim, around 605 BC. 
	Verse 1 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the nations. This and the next five chapters serve as God pronounces judgements on the Gentile nations. These countries appeared in Jeremiah 25.
	Verse 2 Against Egypt. Concerning the army of Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, which was by the River Euphrates in Carchemish, and which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: The prophecies start with a pronouncement against Pharoah-Necho. This Pharoah ruled in the time of Josiah, and his army killed Josiah the king at Megiddo. 2 Kings 23 tells us of that. Josiah opposed the march of the Egyptian army through the land of Judah. He was defeated and killed. Necho continued his march and took Carchemish from the Babylonians. Nabopolassar, Nebuchadnezzar’s father, then sent Nebuchadnezzar to retake Carchemish. It was at this time that the Egyptian army lay along the banks of the Euphrates and waited on Nebuchadnezzar to arrive. The two armies met and Nebuchadnezzar mopped the floor with the Egyptians. This prophecy was fulfilled in that battle. This was 605 BC. What follows is a very animated prophecy about this battle.
	Verses 3-6 Order the buckler and shield, And draw near to battle! 4 Harness the horses, And mount up, you horsemen! Stand forth with your helmets, Polish the spears, Put on the armor! 5 Why have I seen them dismayed and turned back? Their mighty ones are beaten down;
They have speedily fled, And did not look back, For fear was all around,” says the Lord. 6 “Do not let the swift flee away, Nor the mighty man escape; They will stumble and fall
Toward the north, by the River Euphrates. Order the buckler and the shield – These verses describe how the Egyptians will prepare for the Babylonians. Jeremiah is shown that the Egyptians will be defeated and it will be a great slaughter. This will be by God’s providence and plan. Egypt was thought unstoppable, but God had a plan and Nebuchadnezzar was one of His instruments.  I have seen them dismayed and turned back – The Egyptians will flee in confusion and dismay. Their mighty ones are beaten down – Their mighty men are beaten down and killed. They have speedily fled – They fall in battle and others flee in panic. For fear was all around – The whole Egyptian army is panic stricken. Do not let the swift flee away  - The Babylonians pursue and do not let them escape but kill and take captive. Most are slaughtered. They will stumble and fall – They will stumble and fall before the army of the north, which we know is the army of the Babylonians. 
Verses 7-10 “Who is this coming up like a flood, Whose waters move like the rivers? 8 Egypt rises up like a flood, And its waters move like the rivers; And he says, ‘I will go up and cover the earth, I will destroy the city and its inhabitants.’ 9 Come up, O horses, and rage, O chariots! And let the mighty men come forth: The Ethiopians and the Libyans who handle the shield, And the Lydians who handle and bend the bow. 10 For this is the day of the Lord God of hosts, A day of vengeance, That He may avenge Himself on His adversaries. The sword shall devour; It shall be satiated and made drunk with their blood; For the Lord God of hosts has a sacrifice In the north country by the River Euphrates. Who is this coming up like a flood – The king of Egypt is compared here to a mighty river, like the Nile or the Euphrates. These were known to flood each year and overwhelm the surrounding countryside, causing great devastation. And he says, ‘I will go up and cover the earth – He will come with many armies and destroy the cities – This may have been Carchemish or Babylon. He believes he will destroy the city and all the inhabitants. No one will stand in his way. Necho is puffed up with pride and drunk on his own power. He thinks he is undefeatable. Come up, O horses, and rage, O chariots! – He lists the countries that are allied with him and encourages them to rise up and fight. But this will all prove in vain, for God has made His decision and spoken His plan. Egypt is one of God’s enemies. For this is the day of the Lord God of hosts, A day of vengeance – Jeremiah highlights that this is God’s day of vengeance. It is a day of judgement. That He may avenge Himself oin the idols of Egypt, and those that worship idols. We saw them last week. The Egyptians were known as idolaters and worshipped many idols. The sword shall devour; It shall be satiated and made drunk with their blood  - There will be a great slaughter and this blood will be like a sacrifice for the sins the nations have committed. 
Verses 11-12 “Go up to Gilead and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt; In vain you will use many medicines; You shall not be cured. 12 The nations have heard of your shame, And your cry has filled the land; For the mighty man has stumbled against the mighty; They both have fallen together.” Babylonia Will Strike Egypt. Go up to Gilead and take balm – Gilead was known for producing balm and gums for healing. These were viewed as medicinal. Jeremiah 8 told us of that. God is telling the Egyptians to exhaust all their efforts to prevent what God has spoken. Their efforts will prove fruitless. O virgin, the daughter of Egypt – Egypt had grown great over the years and no one had successfully conquered them. Even the Assyrians had been turned back, so these cities were called virgin. They thought themselves unconquerable. The nations have heard of your shame – Nations hear of these great defeat by the Babylonians, of the mighty men running away. They likewise will be astonished at this great fall. No one at that time would have ever thought Babylon could defeat Egypt, yet Jeremiah, by God’s prophecy, foretells this about 20 years in advance. 
So we leave Jeremiah again tonight as he starts a prophecy that will last several chapters and will take in the surrounding Gentile nations. God is speaking His judgement. As we have seen again and again, God is speaking well in advance what will occur. As we study this, let it give us great assurance that what has been spoken and has not yet occurred will surely occur. When God decrees, it will be done. It was true then and it is true now. He says He is coming again. Let us be found waiting and watching, diligently witnessing, eagerly anticipating the hour of Christ’s return. 
