2 Cor 7:9-10 Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 
	This morning, we have been so blessed! We lit the Advent candle of Joy, witnessed not just one, but two baptisms. In a few minutes, we’ll be blessed with Communion. Caroling and the Christmas Program will round out this day. God is so good. His greatest Gift though is found in relationship with Jesus Christ, God’s call, the Holy Spirit convicting us, repentance leading to relationship. This is our celebration this morning.
	Verse 9 says Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. The Apostle Paul has written a letter and feared it may have the opposite effect of what he intended. Now, he sees that it had the intended effect and he rejoices! He is filled with Joy that his epistle led to repentance. He spoke the truth, not wanting, but willing to be criticized, cast down, and dismissed. The result was repentance from sin, acceptable before God, leading to salvation and everlasting life! This is always a reason to rejoice! Sometimes, hard conversations, done in the pure love of Christ, are the keys that open the doors slammed and the gates locked, releasing us for old hurts and bitter spirits. The Holy Spirit can penetrate prisons. Jesus can walk through walls. Paul was willing to be the vessel. We too, from a place of much prayer and much humility, must be willing to be that vessel as well. When repentance comes, and salvation follows, humble Joy and complete thankfulness to our God is the only possible response.
	Verse 10 - For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. Godly sorrow, meaning realizing that we have sinned and offended a Holy God. We have returned sin for His perfect love. Paul sees it in the Corinthian church and those of us who have been saved by Grace have experienced this in our own lives. Godly sorrow producing repentance. Repentance leading to salvation. This can never be regretted, but celebrated with great Joy. Heaven is rejoicing today, and we too rejoice! Luke 15:10, Jesus gives us a clear view of what happens when godly repentance takes place - Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.
	Frank and Sherry, does your choice to follow Jesus mean you will never again experience sorrow? No, but it does mean that affliction is momentary and light when compared with the exceedingly heavy and eternal weight of glory. It means you are at Peace with God, and tribulation has taken on purpose, producing perseverance, with produces character, which produces hope and Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. Life, like families and churches, will never be perfect, but it can always have purpose – sharing with others the Truth of Jesus that they too may one day repent and find the salvation available only in Jesus Christ.
	Today, if you have never found that peace with God through Jesus, that Hope that does not disappoint, what a great day to do just that! Regret can lead to repentance. Sorrow can lead to Salvation. But we must make that decision for Jesus. Won’t you make it today and become His purpose filled vessel all the remaining days of your life?

