2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
	This morning, we lit the Advent candle of Hope. Last week, we started with Faith. Without Faith, there can be no Hope. Without belief, we cannot Hope because we cannot Hope in that which we do not believe in. We believe Christ is coming again. It may be today. It may be tomorrow. Therefore, we watch.
	Verse 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. By the abounding Grace of God, we do not lose heart! The outward man, our flesh, is perishing. We wake with aches and pains, sickness comes and goes, and one day sickness may be unto the death of the body. But we who have placed our Faith in Jesus have great Hope. The inward man, our spirit, is being renewed continuously, day by day. When our focus is on the things of the spirit, the Hope of our heart is renewed and never lost – why? Faith produces Hope - Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
	Verse 17 - For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. For our light affliction, the woes and pains found in the shell of this outward man that is perishing, is but for a moment. It’s a wisp, a vapor, nothing of meaning, light. But, the affliction has a purpose! It is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. It takes our eyes off this world and causes us to long for Home. This Greek word for light is used only one other place in the New Testament – in Matthew 11:30 Jesus says - For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.  Paul here is comparing two extreme opposites! The affliction that we find in our life is impossibly easy and light when compared to the exceeding weight of glory. The weight of glory holds the idea of taking everything ever made, stacking it together, and we are still way too light when compared with the weight of the glory to come in Christ Jesus. Affliction holds no comparison. Not only is the Glory to come an exceeding weight, but it is an eternal weight! It doesn’t lessen with time. It is not perishing. Our Hope is not found in the lightly afflicted, outward, perishing world, but in the exceedingly heavy, eternal, continuously renewing, inward spirit. Isn’t that wonderful? Paul is telling us to check our focus and realign our view. We’re meant for eternity. We’re just strangers here, passing through, on our way to our eternal home with God.
	Verse 18 - While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. The things seen are the things of this world, the outward, perishing man things. The things not seen are the inward, continuously renewing things. 2 Corinthians 5:7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. And we remember that faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen! Our Hope is found, not in the temporary things, which are all about that which can be sensed with our five senses but in the things not seen which are eternal. Therefore, if we cannot see the things eternal, we must truly walk by Faith.
	In Romans 5:1-5, we find the Advent wrapped up in five short verses - Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. Faith, Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love. Let’s not let our momentary affliction hijack our eternal joy and glory. Let’s stay focused on the One who came and will come again. Affliction will come. Earthly perishing will come. Let’s be renewed, focused in faith on the things not seen, and trusting that this affliction is working in us an exceeding and eternal weight of a coming Glory we cannot imagine. God is the God of Hope. May we rest all our Hope in Him through Jesus today.
