Jeremiah 41 Now it came to pass in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family and of the officers of the king, came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, at Mizpah. And there they ate bread together in Mizpah. 2 Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men who were with him, arose and struck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, and killed him whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land. 3 Ishmael also struck down all the Jews who were with him, that is, with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who were found there, the men of war. 4 And it happened, on the second day after he had killed Gedaliah, when as yet no one knew it, 5 that certain men came from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, eighty men with their beards shaved and their clothes torn, having cut themselves, with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring them to the house of the Lord. 6 Now Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he went along; and it happened as he met them that he said to them, “Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!” 7 So it was, when they came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah killed them and cast them into the midst of a pit, he and the men who were with him. 8 But ten men were found among them who said to Ishmael, “Do not kill us, for we have treasures of wheat, barley, oil, and honey in the field.” So he desisted and did not kill them among their brethren. 9 Now the pit into which Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of the men whom he had slain, because of Gedaliah, was the same one Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with the slain. 10 Then Ishmael carried away captive all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah, the king’s daughters and all the people who remained in Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive and departed to go over to the Ammonites. 11 But when Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces that were with him heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 12 they took all the men and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah; and they found him by the great pool that is in Gibeon. 13 So it was, when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces who were with him, that they were glad. 14 Then all the people whom Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah turned around and came back, and went to Johanan the son of Kareah. 15 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men and went to the Ammonites. 16 Then Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, took from Mizpah all the rest of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah after he had murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam - the mighty men of war and the women and the children and the eunuchs, whom he had brought back from Gibeon. 17 And they departed and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is near Bethlehem, as they went on their way to Egypt, 18 because of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had made governor in the land.
	We’re with Gedaliah this evening. This chapter takes place directly after chapter 40. Remember with me that Johanan warned Gedaliah of Ishmael and Baalis conspiring for his murder. We don’t see Jeremiah in this chapter, but chapter 42 suggests that Jeremiah is in with this group taken captive. This is the recounting of the murder of Gedaliah and the flight of Ishmael. Gedaliah has been governor for only a short time.
Verse 1 Now it came to pass in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family and of the officers of the king, came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, at Mizpah. And there they ate bread together in Mizpah. This equates to late September and early October, two months after Jerusalem fell. After return from captivity, the Jewish people set fasts, partly to remember this slaying of Gedaliah. We met Ishmael before. Johanan warned Gedaliah. He is of royal lineage, of the family of David. This likely adds to Ishmael’s willingness to murder Gedaliah. Perhaps, he believes that Baalis will make him governor or perhaps he believes he is avenging his family. Regardless, he and the officers of King Zedekiah position themselves to commit the murder of verse 2. 
 	Verse 2 Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men who were with him, arose and struck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, and killed him whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land. The murder occurs. This fulfills what Johanan had spoken to Gedaliah in chapter 40.
	Verses 3-4 Ishmael also struck down all the Jews who were with him, that is, with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who were found there, the men of war. 4 And it happened, on the second day after he had killed Gedaliah, when as yet no one knew it, Ishmael didn’t stop with Gedaliah. Jews with Gedaliah, as well as mighty men that were Chaldeans charged with protecting Gedaliah. The slaughter was kept secret to make Ishmael’s escape possible, as well as not to draw the attention of the Chaldean soldiers and commanders in nearby towns. 
	Verse 5 That certain men came from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, eighty men with their beards shaved and their clothes torn, having cut themselves, with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring them to the house of the Lord. Eighty men or four score come. The shaved beards, torn clothes, and cutting, were meant to show great mourning for the destruction of Jerusalem. They brought offerings and incense. The Temple has been destroyed, but this is a token of respect to demonstrate continued obedience to God.
	Verses 6-8 Now Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he went along; and it happened as he met them that he said to them, “Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!” 7 So it was, when they came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah killed them and cast them into the midst of a pit, he and the men who were with him. 8 But ten men were found among them who said to Ishmael, “Do not kill us, for we have treasures of wheat, barley, oil, and honey in the field.” So he desisted and did not kill them among their brethren. Pretending to sympathize and be in mourning as well, Ishmael went out to meet the men. As he met them he said, Come to Gedaliah — Ishmael now invites the men to come to the house of Gedaliah. Of course, we all know that Gedaliah is dead and Ishmael has evil intentions. When they came into the midst of the city – When they came into an area that would not have been easy to escape, Ishmael, though they’d done nothing, fell on them and killed them. And cast them into the midst of a pit — This has the idea that he slew them right next to the pit and they fell in as they were slain. He slew 70, but 10 pleaded for their lives. Ishmael let’s greed overcome his murderous intent and spares the 10 men’s lives. 
	Verse 9 Now the pit into which Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of the men whom he had slain, because of Gedaliah, was the same one Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with the slain. This pit was built by King Asa, when he built and fortified the city of Mizpah. It’s purpose is to capture rainwater and serve as a reservoir for water in case of a siege. This is where the bodies were cast.
	Verses 10-13 Then Ishmael carried away captive all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah, the king’s daughters and all the people who remained in Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive and departed to go over to the Ammonites. 11 But when Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces that were with him heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 12 they took all the men and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah; and they found him by the great pool that is in Gibeon. 13 So it was, when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces who were with him, that they were glad. Then Ishmael carried away captive all the rest of the people — Ishmael now carries away the remaining people. Some of these were probably Zedekiah’s daughters, left in Gedaliah’s care. These daughters were recovered by Johanan and taken to Egypt with him. And Ishmael departed to go over to the Ammonites – Baalis, king of Ammon, received his treasonous partner, with the job complete. But when Johanan, and all the captains heard – Johanan heard and went to fight with Ishmael. They found him near the waters near Gibeon, called the pool of Gibeon. When all the people who were with Ishmael- The captives see Johanan and the men and they were glad. 
	Verses 14-15 Then all the people whom Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah turned around and came back, and went to Johanan the son of Kareah. 15 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men and went to the Ammonites. The people see and turn toward Johanan and walk back. This has the idea in Hebrew of wheeling around  on their heels and changing directions, not respecting or fearing Ishmael at all, when Johanan and the rescuers come into sight.
	Verses 16-18 Then Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, took from Mizpah all the rest of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah after he had murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam - the mighty men of war and the women and the children and the eunuchs, whom he had brought back from Gibeon. 17 And they departed and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is near Bethlehem, as they went on their way to Egypt, 18 because of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had made governor in the land. Johanan didn’t remain in Mizpah. Instead, he leads the people to the land of Egypt. Gedaliah was of a meek spirit, staying in Mizpah to serve the people. He was a blessing to Judah. Johanan was a man of war and had a murderous spirit of his own. And they departed and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham – This is near Bethlehem. Why Egypt? Perhaps, Johanan still felt a sense that the Egyptians would protect them from the Chaldeans. because of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of them —  Gedaliah had been appointed by Nebuchadnezzar. His murder would be taken as an attack and an affront. Though Johanan had no hand in the murder, the king of Babylon has no way of knowing this and the daughters of Zedekiah are with Johanan. Johanan chooses instead to go to Egypt. 
	And so we leave Johanan and the Jews by Bethlehem, as they prepare to go to Egypt. God has the final say on this flight and we will see this in the next chapter. We know that God has the final say in all things. To walk in a way counter to His will never brings blessings. We’ll see that well as we continue through the book of Jeremiah.
