Jeremiah 38:14-28 Then Zedekiah the king sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to him at the third entrance of the house of the Lord. And the king said to Jeremiah, “I will ask you something. Hide nothing from me.” 15 Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I declare it to you, will you not surely put me to death? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to me.” 16 So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to Jeremiah, saying, “As the Lord lives, who made our very souls, I will not put you to death, nor will I give you into the hand of these men who seek your life.” 17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you surely surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then your soul shall live; this city shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live. 18 But if you do not surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then this city shall be given into the hand of the Chaldeans; they shall burn it with fire, and you shall not escape from their hand.’ 19 And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the Jews who have defected to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they abuse me.” 20 But Jeremiah said, “They shall not deliver you. Please, obey the voice of the Lord which I speak to you. So it shall be well with you, and your soul shall live. 21 But if you refuse to surrender, this is the word that the Lord has shown me: 22 ‘Now behold, all the women who are left in the king of Judah’s house shall be surrendered to the king of Babylon’s princes, and those women shall say:
“Your close friends have set upon you And prevailed against you; Your feet have sunk in the mire, And they have turned away again.” 23 ‘So they shall surrender all your wives and children to the Chaldeans. You shall not escape from their hand, but shall be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon. And you shall cause this city to be burned with fire.’ 24 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let no one know of these words, and you shall not die. 25 But if the princes hear that I have talked with you, and they come to you and say to you, ‘Declare to us now what you have said to the king, and also what the king said to you; do not hide it from us, and we will not put you to death,’ 26 then you shall say to them, ‘I presented my request before the king, that he would not make me return to Jonathan’s house to die there.’ 27 Then all the princes came to Jeremiah and asked him. And he told them according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they stopped speaking with him, for the conversation had not been heard. 28 Now Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken. And he was there when Jerusalem was taken.
	When we left Jeremiah last, dripping wet from the mire he’s just been pulled from – up from the pit where he was thrown for loving his people enough to tell them the truth come what may. Ebed-Melech will not be forgotten for his willingness to stand up when others shrank back. Now, we find that the king who allowed Jeremiah to be cast into a pit to die has suddenly found use for him. This is the way of the world. It hates until it needs. Then it uses until it has no need and casts away in hate again. Christ loves us throughout. He is the way, the truth, and the life.
	Verse 14 Then Zedekiah the king sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to him at the third entrance of the house of the Lord. And the king said to Jeremiah, “I will ask you something. Hide nothing from me.” The king now honors Jeremiah. He sends for him for a private session. This private session is focused on what to do. The situation is deteriorating fast and becoming more of a calamity each day. This took place in the third entrance, which is between the king’s palace and the Temple. The king was likely living in or near the Temple at this point, for fear of the Chaldean army. Zedekiah says – I will ask you something. In Hebrew, it would have been – I will ask you a word. Zedekiah was asking – Good or bad, tell me the truth. The issue is that he has already been told many times, straightforward. But he keeps asking hoping to get a more pleasing answer. But God is not wishy-washy. He has given the answer and the answer is the same. God is God and He changes not. There’s been no repentance so there is no change in answer from God.
	Verse 15 Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I declare it to you, will you not surely put me to death? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to me.” Jeremiah knew the unsteady ways of Zedekiah. The king changed with the opinions of the people around. He failed to take good counsel many times before. If I declare, you will kill me. If I give you advice, you will not listen. 
	Verse 16 So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to Jeremiah, saying, “ As the Lord lives, who made our very souls, I will not put you to death, nor will I give you into the hand of these men who seek your life.” Zedekiah now takes an oath. He swears by the very Giver of Life. I will not put you to death. Notice though that Zedekiah says nothing about listening to and heeding the advice. Jeremiah will now give advice, knowing it will not be taken.
	Verses 17-18 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you surely surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then your soul shall live; this city shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live. 18 But if you do not surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then this city shall be given into the hand of the Chaldeans; they shall burn it with fire, and you shall not escape from their hand.’  Then said Jeremiah, Thus saith the Lord – Jeremiah now gives Zedekiah the good advice, the right answer, and the reasons that Zedekiah should heed this advice. This is the answer from God. If you surely surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then your soul shall live; this city shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live. Surrender and submit. You will be spared and the city will not be burned. Take this advice and both the city and your house will be saved. The term princes of Babylon here means the generals of the army. Nebuchadnezzar is in Riblah at this time. But if you do not surrender – Surrender had a positive outcome, but now Jeremiah warns about not surrendering. Zedekiah and the city will fall to Nebuchadnezzar. 
	Verses 19-20 And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the Jews who have defected to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they abuse me.” 20 But Jeremiah said, “They shall not deliver you. Please, obey the voice of the Lord which I speak to you. So it shall be well with you, and your soul shall live. Zedekiah said, I am afraid of the Jews – Zedekiah fears that the Chaldeans will give him into the hands of Jews that will torture and kill him. He had threatened the Jews if they surrendered. Now, they will carry out on him what he threatened to do to them. He violated the agreement he’d made with Nebuchadnezzar. Many Jews blamed him for the current suffering. He was more concerned with his honor and status than for the lives of his own household and the people of his land. But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver you – Jeremiah now, by the perfect foreknowledge of God, tells Zedekiah that this will not happen. Please, obey the voice of the Lord which I speak to you. So it shall be well with you – Obey God. Thou shall live. The city will be saved. You will not live in splendor and riches like now, but you will live. Only obey God. 
	Verses 21-23 But if you refuse to surrender, this is the word that the Lord has shown me: 22 ‘Now behold, all the women who are left in the king of Judah’s house shall be surrendered to the king of Babylon’s princes, and those women shall say: “Your close friends have set upon you And prevailed against you; Your feet have sunk in the mire, And they have turned away again.” 23 ‘So they shall surrender all your wives and children to the Chaldeans. You shall not escape from their hand, but shall be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon. And you shall cause this city to be burned with fire.’ But if thou refuse, this is the word that the Lord hath showed me – If you will not heed the word of God, Behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah’s house- Zedekiah’s wives, daughters, and the women of the king’s court shall be taken by the princes, the generals of the army. They will be prey. those women shall say: “Your close friends have set upon you – These women will say that Zedekiah listened to false priests, false prophets, and believed the lies of false peace. They will speak with reproach, knowing Zedekiah’s foolishness brought about this destruction, Your feet have sunk in the mire – The mire is a symbol of the calamity and Zedekiah cannot get himself out. Even Zedekiah’s trusted advisors have forsaken him in this time of trouble. Everyone is looking out for himself now. There will be more fear of the evil than of God. So they shall surrender all your wives – Jeremiah continues to implore the king to surrender by bringing up his wife and children again. If he will not surrender for himself, do it for his children! 
	Verses 24-27 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let no one know of these words, and you shall not die. 25 But if the princes hear that I have talked with you, and they come to you and say to you, ‘Declare to us now what you have said to the king, and also what the king said to you; do not hide it from us, and we will not put you to death,’ 26 then you shall say to them, ‘I presented my request before the king, that he would not make me return to Jonathan’s house to die there.’ 27 Then all the princes came to Jeremiah and asked him. And he told them according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they stopped speaking with him, for the conversation had not been heard. Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let no one know of these words – Keep this between you and I and you will not die – Zedekiah is in terror of both the Chaldeans and his own court. When we fear man and not God, God will cause us to have fear on all sides. But if the princes hear – Zedekiah now tells Jeremiah what to say if the princes come and ask about th meeting – perhaps someone will hear of this meeting. Jeremiah had been a prisoner in Jonathan’s house back in Jeremiah 37. He is to say he asked the king that he should not have to return to Jonathan’s house. Sure enough, then all the princes came to Jeremiah – As the king suspected, his private meeting became public knowledge and the princes wanted to know what they’d spoken about. And he told them according to all that the king had commanded – As the king told him, so he spoke. The rest of what they talked about was between Zedekiah, Jeremiah, and God. It was none of their business.  So they stopped speaking with him – They never found out what all was said. 
	Verse 28 Now Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken. And he was there when Jerusalem was taken. Jeremiah remained in the court of prison until the Chaldeans took the city. 
	So, we leave Jeremiah again tonight. He has again delivered the true word of God to Zedekiah, only to have it ignored again. Zedekiah will not surrender and the city will be taken. His wives and children will suffer. The city will be burned. We, as believers are charged with bringing the Truth to all, but there is no guarantee that we will be heard or, even if heard, be heeded. We bring the truth of Jesus anyway. If only one hears and comes to believe, all suffering has been worthwhile. We will be faithful as Jeremiah was faithful and tell the Truth of Jesus and His saving Grace by the Power of God. 

