Luke 18:9-10 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
	There’s an old saying – There, but for the Grace of God, go I. John Bradford said this in the 1500’s. Brothers and sisters, if it weren’t for the Grace, Mercy, Love, and Forgiveness of our Heavenly Father through Jesus Christ, there would be no blessings, no righteousness, and no eternal life. 
	Two men, meaning human faces in the Greek, went up to the temple to pray – one a Pharisee and one a publican, a tax collector. One revered by people, receiving praise of men. One despised. One ticking all the right boxes of society. One loathed. Two men. I’ve been both of those men. There, but for the Grace of God, go I. Thank you God for Your Grace.
	Last week, we started with Luke 18:1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart. Pray always, don’t lose heart. Today, we encounter not the believer losing heart, but the believer puffed up, believing himself, herself righteous in heart. Verse 9 starts - Also He spoke this parable to some. The first parable – don’t lose sight of where you’re going. The second parable – don’t lose sight of where you’ve been. Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. What are the wages of that short fall? Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Where you going? On my way to eternal life. Where you coming from? The path of eternal death. What made the difference? Jesus and the free gift of God. 
	Jesus spoke this parable to some. To a crowd of believers who walked with Him and heard His teachings. His audience is disciples. Those that should know better. Yet here we are… 
	Verse 9 ends - Who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others. There, but for the Grace of God, go I. Home – Grace. Health – Grace. Fed – Grace. Saved – Grace. Loved – Grace. 1 John 4:20-21 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. Jesus is our only righteousness. Are we trusting in Him or in our own righteousness?
	If we allow our trust to come off Jesus and begin to lean unto our own righteousness and understanding, we find ourselves quickly slipping into a place of despising others. When we were saved, we were knelt at the altar, thanking God for all He’s done, thanking Jesus for loosing us and letting us go… then, with time, if we forget the Grace, misplace the Mercy, our trust can become us… our opinion, our thoughts, our standards… and suddenly, we’re the proud, not the humble.
	This week, let’s take time to renew the view, clean the glass, update our spiritual spectacles. We cannot say we love God with the same mouth we condemn our neighbor. Salt water and fresh don’t flow from the same spring. Two men went up to the temple to pray. Which one are you? Which one am I? Which one are we called to be? There, but for the Grace of God, go I. Only God knows where we are. Only God, through His Son and Holy Spirit, can lead us to be the child we’re called to be. Two men went up to the temple. Let’s take with us Grace, a humble and contrite heart, filled with love for others. 
