Matthew 18:1-5 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.

This morning, we’ve witnessed a Baptism. We’ve had the honor of baptizing Hudson. When Hudson believed and committed his heart to Jesus, he was saved. Nothing I did this morning saved Hudson – my words didn’t save Hudson; my robe didn’t save him; the water didn’t save him; this church building didn’t save him. Hudson’s Faith in Jesus’ work on the cross saved him. His name is now written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, by the Grace of God Almighty.

Jesus set the example for Baptism in Matthew 3:13 – coming to John the Baptist and being baptized in the Jordan River - Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. Jesus started His earthly ministry with Baptism. In Matthew 28:19 – in the Great Commission, He ends His earthly ministry with these words Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is an opportunity to follow the command of the Savior we love. It is an outer demonstration of an inner change – a bold statement of belief – a beginning of our walk with Him.

Baptism is an act of trust in God – we don’t begin to understand all of the things that happen when we are baptized. We know this signifies our death to sin. Jesus’ death becomes our death, and we begin to live for Him. Galatians 2:20 – I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live but Christ lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  


Baptism is not an end, but a beginning. It is the beginning of Hudson’s lifelong learning. He’ll spend his life learning at the feet of Jesus, choosing the best part like Mary did, being led by Jesus in all his walk. 

In our scripture this morning, we learn that we must become like little children in order to enter the Kingdom of God. We must be humble like little children, trusting like little children, believing like little children, and willing to obey like little children. Verse 3 says – and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. In John 3:5 we read Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Today, Hudson has been born of water and Spirit. He has gone down and risen to new life. He has set aside all to take this step of Faith publicly. Unless we are willing to - Verse 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. – humble ourselves as a child, we cannot enter the Kingdom of God. 

This is also the beginning of Old Lea Bethel’s responsibility to aid Hudson in his walk. We must partner with him in love, support him in times of trouble, correct him in times of error, restore him in times of repentance, and offer him a place to set his roots and grow in the knowledge of Jesus and the Bible. Verse 5 Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. By receiving Hudson this morning, we have honored Jesus – this is not the end of our mission – it only represents a change in our mission.
This morning, we renew our commitment to Christ – the author and finisher of our faith. We renew in this act of Baptism and we renew in the Communion we are about to receive.  Hudson commits to humble himself – trusting, believing, and obeying Jesus. We commit to partnering with him in love, supporting him in times of trouble, correcting him in times of error, restoring him in times of repentance, and offering him a place to set his roots and grow in the knowledge of Jesus and the Bible. If you haven’t made a commitment to Jesus, I encourage you to do it today… this minute. If you’ve made the commitment, but slipped, repent and recommit. Jesus is calling. Answer today.

