Lamentations 3:1-21

One of the hard things to grasp in life is that God doesn’t reserve only rainbows and unicorns for those who do His will faithfully. It’s tempting to think that, if we do everything that God wants us to do, that life will work the way we want it to, things will be smooth, jobs will come, sickness won’t, fellowship will come, loneliness won’t – that kid will never rebel, that spouse will never cheat, that job will never fail, cancer will never strike, and no hurricane will ever blow our roof right off. We want an equation we can follow Work Hard + Pray Hard + Be nice = God never chastens us… it doesn’t work that way… it just doesn’t.

Look at Jeremiah, look at Daniel, look at Elijah, look at Moses, look at Jesus… if it worked that way, wouldn’t we see that in their walks? Wouldn’t we have seen Jesus riding on a unicorn and harps playing and there would never have been a cross at the end of the road… no, we saw pain and suffering and tears… Not because Jesus had sinned, but because we had sinned. 

In Luke 13, Jesus teaches on the importance of repentance of all people. He refers to Galileans being killed and their blood being mingled with sacrifices. He speaks of the tower of Siloam and how it fell killing 18 people. He asks, “Do you think they were worse sinners than you, worse than all others dwelling in Jerusalem?” His answer is – no, don’t look upon others and decide how bad their sin is… look upon yourself and repent of your own.  

Jeremiah suffered for his people. Did Jeremiah suffer because he was bad? Because he was evil? No, he suffered because he was willing and able to suffer for the Kingdom. Why has God chosen us to suffer? Paul tells us to count suffering as joy when we suffer for the Kingdom.

With Hurricane Michael surprising us this week, there has been some discomfort. The TV hasn’t been available, we’ve had to skip showers, food isn’t as readily available, water doesn’t come out of the tap like we’re used to… but we have not suffered. We’ve had inconveniences and many in this country count minor inconveniences as suffering. They aren’t. Go to the east and you’ll see suffering… go to Florida and you’ll see suffering… go into hospitals and nursing homes and you’ll see suffering. No power is a minor inconvenience.

Imagine suffering the way that Jeremiah suffered. Imagine that you are suffering through no fault of your own. Lamentations reflects suffering, pain, humiliation. Lamentations tells of how he was made fun of, broken bones, teeth broken on gravel, baring heavy burdens and heavy chains. Verse 1 – I am a man who has seen affliction by the rod of His wrath. Jeremiah is not suffering because of a personal wrong that he’s committed. He is suffering for the sin of the country. He is enduring the rod of God’s wrath as he strives to turn the people back to God, to prophesy the coming wrath of God. He says in verse 3, Surely, He has turned His hand against me time and time again throughout the day. 

God deals with nations through individuals. God deals with nations through individuals. Not everyone in Israel is ungodly, but the nation has turned from God. The nation is walking in an ungodly way. The nation has ungodly leaders and the majority of the people are following ungodly leaders – they are walking away from God and God will not allow it. Last week, recall that God vowed to judge the people because they turned from Him. 

Verse 8 – Even when I cry and shout, He shuts out my prayer. God’s silence isn’t due to Jeremiah’s sin, but Israel’s sin and failure to repent. In Jeremiah 7:16, God says, “Therefore, do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, nor make intercession to Me, for I will not hear you.” God is following through on this in verse 8. Isaiah 55:6 says “Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.” Israel didn’t do this and now God has turned a deaf ear to the country. Jeremiah prays, but is not heard. 

How far is this country from being in that same situation? How long before God will no longer hear? How long before we are enduring a Jeremiah 7:16 moment because we never pursued an Isaiah 55:6 opportunity? Individuals are repenting – people are being saved – Christ is still welcoming people into His fold… we still have souls being saved… but the country is still in rebellion – abortions, murder, greed, lust. We’re leaning to our military and our medicine and our minds and we’re not seeking God. How long will He pardon us? How long can He pardon us?

Verse 17 – You have moved my heart far from peace. I have forgotten prosperity. Jeremiah has no peace in his heart. Verse 18 – And I said, “My strength and my hope have perished from the Lord.” He feels that his strength and his hope have died. 

I know that no one in this room tonight has ever felt this way. You’ve never felt as though your very hope and strength have died. But, don’t be shocked when I tell you that some people feel this way… some have suffered like this. Part of our Christian charge is to bring hope to the hopeless, bring encouragement to the discouraged. Encourage your brothers and your sisters. 

Verse 21 – Jeremiah starts his recall of the never ending hope of God “This I recall to my mind and I have hope.” Jeremiah is getting ready to recall that only through God’s patience and mercies are we not consumed and destroyed. His compassions and mercies never fail. They’re new each and every morning. Our hope is in God! God is our portion. We may not understand everything that’s going on. We may be caught up in the chastening of this nation. We may be suffering because of the sin of this nation and not because of our own unaddressed sin. But God is there for us and loves us. Verse 25 – The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. We may find ourselves discouraged sometimes. We must continue to diligently seek Him. He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Jeremiah is a great example for us today. We’re living in a nation that is turning from God. We’re calling good evil and evil good, right wrong and wrong right. Our universities are indoctrinating our young people to reject God, reject the flag, and reject the Bible. We must remain faithful – even when we feel like we’re chewing gravel, even when we feel like our bones may break, even when we feel like our prayers aren’t being heard, we must endure. 

2 Corinthians 4:8-10 – we are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed – always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus; that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. Jeremiah endured, Elijah endured, Daniel endured, Paul endured, Jesus endured, we too must endure. We must remember that God’s mercies are new each and every morning and we wait for Him, we seek Him, and He is good and compassionate to love and protect us each and every day. 
